


Violence, Marginality, Scorn & Honour
Language evidence of slavery
to the eighteenth century
DAVID SCHOENBRUN"

Introduction

How did words for slaves, captives, dependants, and enslavement used .by"
Bantu-speaking communities in the Great Lakes regiio.n of East Africa
change and endure in the centuries before 18007 W?uch of the earlier
kinds of violence and ideologies of hierarchy underpinned (:nﬁavement
and commercial stavery in the nineteenth century? T'his essay wiil explore
these questions by focusing on two types of langnage evidence: new wqrds
with relatively new meanings for forms of slavery, and new meanings
related to slavery that Great Lakes Bantu-speakers attached to )M(?rds
whose carlier meanings had no clear connection to the commercialised
forms of marginality that were so prominent .in the Illnﬁt.{:fintlr} century (see)
Appendix).' The shifts in meanings revealed in the analysis of these word;
semaniic variability open up ideas about honour, scorn gnd hierarchy that
distinguish the elite from the common people, the insider fmm.the out-
sider, and shed light on notions of authority and legal practices that
enforced those divides. The shifis in meaning also touch on theories of
gender and generation that assigned ségr;iﬁcan.t weight' to types of W(;th as
defining features of individuals and appropriatety dl‘stm‘ct capacities 9‘5
different gencrations. Approaching a history of slavmf;.es‘ i Af{}ca i ‘tl.ns
manner sidesteps stubborn, recent and highly pol;t1c1§eé dichotormes
between malignant and benign, open and closed, forrnls of sla.very beca}lse
it analyses the inventions and extensions of meaning in spec1ﬁc_ hisltor%cal
contexts. The antiquity of thinking about forms af soc_lal.margmz}hsat.ion
and experiences of violence must first be assessed as mgmﬁcant.hlsto_rlcal
conclusions in their own right, before exploring how they might have
shaped more recent meanings of slavery and enslavernent.? .

The slaveries mentioned in the ninetecnth- and twenteth-century
documentary records have very different historical depths, with the great
majority rez{ching no further than the cighteenth century. They empha-
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sised degrees of immobility and social marginalisation in a commercial
context, The common concern with fixing slaves mside or outside a
particular social nexus, an exclusionist impulse in Great Lakes and coastal
Bast African cultural habits, is much older than the eighteenth century and
is linked to broader historical processes than a study of terms for slavery
alone can reveal.” Not every form of social violence with deep historical
roots tarned into the forms and conditions of ‘enslavement’ familiar from
the long nineteenth century. Their histories unfolded in other, sometimes
older, contexts. However, within the narrow compass of the slaveries
described in the recent, documentary record, the master’s concern to
define the nature of the ‘social death’ imposed on slaves comes across
clearly. The language evidence in these sources speaks to these claims of
the dominant far more than it reveals a slave’s concern to define the
nature of her humanity inside and against a master’s social responsibility
The etymologies of words for slavery and enslavement in the Great Lakes
region reveal a consistent obsession with claiming a slave’s marginality, but
they also reveal much about the differing historical contexts that generated
slaves and the comtexts in which the enslaved could work against the
sometimes greatly exaggerated rumours of their social deaths.

Those contexts included an agricultural intensification in the region
which unfolded arcund bananas in wetter zones nearer to Lake Vicioria,
and around cattle and grain in the drier zones to the west of the lake.
larger-scale environmental and climatic shifts, well under way by the
opening of the second miliennium CE, conditioned these agricultural
changes.” Intensified farming and herding created new pressures on land
and fabour, pressures that supported the growth of ceatralised poiitical
cultures after the sixteenth century, strong militarisms from the seven-
teenth century, and eventually the growth of commodification, late in the
eighteenth century. These more recent developments shaped the souial
histories of slavery and enslavement outlined in this essay. Widespread
social and political hierarchies, especially after the sixteenth century,
knitted together by various forms of reciprocity and coercion, constituted
the specific contexts for socially marginal persons to think about and
pursuc their aspirations.® The outlines of agrarian change and the
development of centralised political cultures have been developed
elsewhere and will only be alluded to in this essay. Other threads — like the
social and technological study of violence ~ have vyet to receive careful
historical treatment for early periods and have received virtually no study
for the eras before the sixteenth century C.E. The outlines of these stories
can only be touched on here. Stll, the genealogies of the regional and local
meamings given to words for what we might gloss as ‘slavery” and
enslavement, presented in this essay, constitute a first step in that larger
project on the social and intellectual history of viclence, vulnerability, and
authority in Greater Lastern Africa®

We can know rather more about the nature and scurces of slavery,
enstavement and inequality in the Great Lakes region than one might
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surmise, given the slight volume of work focused solely on this complex
topic.? Studies of the ninetecnth century consistently touch on what Euro-
peans perceived as slavery — and some take considerable pains to translate
iocal vocabulary related to these perceptions — but we have very little
sustained scholarly inquiry into the inteliectual, social, and military
genealogies of domination and dependence in the region before the
cighteenth century.'® We know very litde about how Africans between the
Great Lakes understood commercial stavery and enslavement, and how
they managed the combined mercantile and military transformations for
which the nineteenth century is infamous. Scholars - including African
‘ntellectuals writing throughout the colonial period ~ often claim that
cighteenth-century - militarism and its associated dislocations made
enslavernent common, But this insistence only serves as the baseline
against which to measure the gradual commedification of economic life,
including the buying and selling of persons and firearms, which engulfed
the region after the 1840s. Tt does little to disentangle the many different
sources of slavehood, most pressingly, the older from the newer, This state
of affairs is perfectly understandable, given the other attractions the region
and its histories have offered to intellectuals, local or otherwise. It is also
understandable, given the fact that historical sources on the topic are
notoriously recalcitrant for eras before the cighteenth century.

People between the Great Lakes shared a common discourse on the
nature of hierarchy and dependence that sustained arguments about who
could and could not belong to the different categories in the hierarchies.
Tor much of the time period this essay covers, I cannot hope to reconstruct
even a single instance of such arguing, but some of the semantic results of
the arguments emerge as different shades of mecaning attached to the
words people commonly used to name different parts of the hierarchies.
Tracing differences in meaning and examining the conditions under which
they emerged suggest some of the contents of the arguments and struggles
people had over what it meant to belong in the categories they valued and
over how to move between them or how to avoid such movement."!
Against these temporally deep and spatially broad currents of stll recog-
nisably distinct and, sometimes, frankly disiointed social and inteflectual
histories, we can begin to make greater sense of the more familiar
nineteenth- and twentieth-century notions of equality and inequality.
These are the questions that guide this essay even though I cannot hope to
take up each one in wholly satisfying detail.

An ecarlier work argued that a host of social, intellectual, economic,
agricultural and environmental changes informed the development of
ideotogies of patriarchal descent and inheritance, ideologies which could
be usod to exclude certain persons.? Changing ideclogies of kinship
between the Great Lakes shaped the contours of slavery, dependence and
vulnerability before the eighteenth century because Great Lakes Bantu-
speakers used kinship ideologies to promote some aspects of marginality
and set others aside.!s This approach to kinship highlights the nsight of
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Igor Kopytoff and Suzanne Miers that a continuum of social integration
was centrf-il to the nawre of ‘slavery’ in Africa, though neither insists on a
single static form for that continuum nor dewnplays issues of struggle and
powcr.”".fhe marginality that made dependants vulnerabie — and the
vulnerability that marginalised people — were created in a variety of ways
hetween the Great Lakes. People could be taken as war prisoners, kid-
papp{.:d, sold (by relatives, patrons, to pay fines and debts) bc;ught
1nh<—:1‘“1ted, and ejected from their communities by legal decision E:.b a gift t(;
a chlef‘ or king or other social superior, or due to illness.' T’he sexuall
transmltt(?d diseases that afBlicted men and women in the reg‘ién with th\é
adveni o.f caravanning in the 1840s, may have disproportionatély driven
women igto isolated, vulnerable positions.’® The prevalence of one or
anoth?r of these means to create slaves “from within’ changed dramatically
over lime. )

Comparative linguistic evidence is well suited to tracing continuities
and.rupt-ures in a social formulation like ‘slavery’. This is because the
spatial distribution of words and the shapes of the semantic fields the
mark reflect both inherited forms whose meaning had force and vaiuz
across many gencrations and the innovation of new words or meanings
with the emergence of novel conditions for masters and the enslaved.
Moreover, st_udying sequences of change in the densities of terminologies
for modes of marginalisation and dependence takes us into the realm of
semantic ?11story. When combined with what we know about other aspects
of the social history of the Great Lakes region, hastorical Enguistic evidence
thus offers a compelling picture of violence and vuinerability which
cnablef% their impact on commercial stavery and enslavement in the region
to begin to emerge. This history’s most distinctive features include {i) the
great antiquity of plunder and pillage; (i) the emergence before/ th(;
f:.i.ghtccmh certury of generic and gendered social categories for ‘the slave’;
(i) the florescence of different words for new and more commodified %ort:;
of slaves, after the eighteenth century; {iv) the centrality of fear t(; the
peﬁomar:ce of honour; and {v) the entanglement of fear and honour with
notions of scorn and struggles over the capacity to speak that lie at the
heart of owners’ efforts to define ‘the stave’.

Linguistic Evidence and a Poetic of Labelling”

I here' are always more meanings than words’, the linguist Raimo Anttila
has sauf:l, but language surprises us with ‘its ability to adapt to such a
scmantic challenge’'® With the radical changes in the conditions of
hierarchy and service that unfolded in the eighteenth and nincteenth
century, Gr‘eat Lakes Bantu languages were put to the test of their semantic
(:reaftl’wty. “Toute époque a ses idées propres, il fout aussi qu’elle ait les mots propres d
ces idées,’ as Victor Hugo ohserved about the tendency for synonyms to
proliferate around issues of great importance to a community.® The
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people who lived through those tumultuous centuries created a rich
vocabulary concerning slavery and enstavement.

Scholars of semantics have long noted that high numbers of synonyms
for particular things, actions and ideas reflect a high level of interest in
those things, actions and ideas held by members of the speech com-
munity.? More or fewer synonyms for slavery in differeni subgroups of
Great Lakes Bantu languages reveal the shifting importance of slavery over
time and by region. Subgroups or individual languages with many terms
for slavery needed them in order 10 muake sense of eras in which recruiting
outsiders was important to them.?' Subgroups of related languages — or
individual languages — with fewer or no terms for “slavery’ reflect eras in
which slavery was of little or at least of lesser importance.

Despite the temptation to assume 2 monolithic, primordial slavery
undergirding the Great Lakes region’s Investments in social hierarchy, we
should begin instead to excavate its historical development in this manner.
What speakers did with these words in the very distant past, we cannot
know exactly. But the shades of meaning people made them express — and
the shoer mass of terminoclogy — speak volumes to us now about the past
worlds they struggled to understand and manipulate through speech.®
These sorts of lives — isolated, dependent, and vilnerable - are very old
between the Lakes as, indeed, they are very old the world over.” The
words people used to speak about them tell us a lot about how they gave
those lives meaning, and the meanings they gave them took surprisingly
similar forms across a very broad swath of Bantu-speaking Africa.

Piliage, Plunder, Prisoners and Captives
Inventing this vocabulary drew on carlier semantic resources in a number
of ways. Some labellers drew on polyserny — the capacity for a single word
to signify a broad range of meanings depending on the context — to cratt
new terms for long-standing social realities that were later connected with
slavery. For example, the verh *-kuboha “to tie up, fasten’ ofien underwent
a natural extension of meaning to include ‘to imprison, to capture’. The
verb is distributed widely but discontinuously across Bantu-speaking
Fastern Africa, suggesting that people fashioned this meaning extension
pearly three miliennia ago, when the Proto-Mashariki speech community
existed 2t In the Lakes region — as well as in other parts of the vast region
in which daughter speech communities of Proto Mashariki fived - the
innovators exploited the semantic vagueness of “to tie up, to fasten’ by
including the meaning ‘to imprisor’ within the signifying fieid of *_Lubdha,
Among other meanings linked to physical restraint, speakers made a poun
in order to refer io a ‘prisoner’ or a ‘captive’. Capturing people and the
physical coercion invotved therefore seems to have been a long-standing
part of the social reality of Bantu-speaking communities, even if
confinement is far more difficult to perceive for periods before the
cighteenth century, from the available evidence. But in late precolonial
and colonial documents, people do not use this noun to refer to those then
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considered a ‘slave’. Though capture may have been the first step into
slavery for some, this word for ‘captive’ or ‘prisoner” only rarely and
re(‘,{:nﬂy worked as a synonym for slavery (Appendix nos. 14.2, 14.6, and
p}"obably 14.4). Immobility and confinement helped define sla;’cry. i;l the
mnf:‘teenth century,® but persons other than staves were also immobile
The sheer number of verbs and nouns describing capture and pilizt €
reveals that these were widespread and perhaps long-standing activitiges
between ‘the Great Lakes (Appendix nos. 1,7, 8, 12.1, 12.9, 13, 14.1-14 &)
Many of the nouns in this list were derived from verbs fc;r t};ese-actio'ns'
verbs Wl'.li_(‘,h may be reconstructed as parts of the lexicon in SpCCCl’;
communities ancestral to Great Lakes Bantu. The distribution of cognate
vocabulary for cqercive ‘captivity’ occurs in contemporary larigijetges
descended from this group, whose ancestral speech comumunity, it has been
argued elsewhere, existed between 2500 and 3500 vears dzgo % These
durable verbs named violent raiding for forms of I;mpert): .iI‘lClludiI?I
persons, but the fuller significance and meaning of these ancic;lt pr)actice%
cannot b.e understood solely through the lens of slaveries, however impor'w
tant r'fudmg tor people was to the trajectories of Violenccjin the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries.” They must be considered in light of the growth
gf CONTEMPOTANEous .categories of dependence and of the semantic
U}ls;?iréi; S(zf words tor forms of dependence, a task this essay can only begin

B . Creating Generts, Gendered Slaves as- Outsiders

Fwe terms for a generic and gendered status of dependence (Appendix
nos, 16 and 18) ~ #mwiru and #muzaana — emerged sc}metimf-: alter the
fourteenth or fificenth centuries, when the Nortthyanzan ana Rutaran
speech cpmmanities had bhegun to diverge into their daughter languages
.In th:? nineteenth century, these terms olten named the broadest, mo‘;i
1;;(:1}131\*{: category of male and female slaves, respectively. In the s:econ‘d
h:dlf of the tweqtieth century, the terms either dropped from use oz'/ tooi( on
different generic meanings, most often related to material poverty. From
the tl"ou;"teemh century, locals saw the #mwiry and the Hmuzaana as lsocial
outsiders, newcomers, even refugees.

A few widely separated attestations for #Fmeeiry include the nor-gender-
Zpemhcl meanit}g ‘peasafm’ or farmer’ — a relict distribution of this less
ependency-oriented referent that might reflect the earliest o (s f
the inventzm of the noun. /t\}zdihr:]tiinmff( )Ctlhnt-‘h(ériflhe?'t i EGT

. ‘ : first millennium CE
§rc11a001()g1cal, hnguistic and ccological evidence all suggest that sgmir;
{arm{:rs‘and livestock-keepers formed communities much larger and r}u;*h
more widespread than previousty, and moved into the drier ;ones bﬁtweén
Lake V‘ictor.ia and the eastern massifs of the Kiva Rift.* Specialised
pastoralism and grain farming divided the micro-environments Wi£hin tﬁis
zone, revolutionising patron-client relations over the followirm.several
hu}'ldred vears and ushering in a new set of social and ethric hiz:ra;;chies
built around these occupational specialisations, which foregrounded
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competiive Arstcomer-newcomer distinetions. This may well have been
the period when the binaries Bahima-Baira and Batuntsi-Bahutu emerged.
At this point, #bairi most Jikely were newcomers whose sedentary farming
Lifestyle required permancnt settlermnent, & permancnce that intruded on
cyclical pastoralist usage of their lands and exposed them and their fiekds
o the risks of an uncertain climate, Gmall or localised effects of elimatic
uncertainty drew farmers and herders into mutually beneficial social net-
works. But large-scale of pronounced oscillations in the timing and
intensity ol cainfall could create €pOTMOUS asymInetries of economic
advantage in those Ges. Ti seems likely that these material realities under-
lay, in part, the growth of these oc<:upational-cum—ethn';c groups.”

The gendered meanings ‘male dependant, client of servant’ (all of
which were clearly very common in the nineteenth century) are the most
widespread meanings for #mwire. They show a clear block distribution
across the entire territory, from Unyamwezi to Bunyole, I which the term
existed uniil the colonial period. This umiformity suggests sirongly that
these meanings emerged no earlier than 1200, by which time new dialect
clusters had begun to form in North Nyanzan and Rutaran speech
communities, signalling the beginning of their breaking up. ‘These
meanings may have heen first used much more recently than that,
nowever, given that they did not dispace the older meaning “Farmer’. T his
vast pertod since 1200 includes the development of centralised political
power in the core of this territory, and it secms likely that the intensifica-
gon of social hierarchy that accompanied and constituted  such
centralisation drew on these forms of subordinated masculinity.®

The root #-zaand consistently refers (o 2 female servant or slave and thus
appears to have been gendered from the beginning of is existence. Unlike
the meaning ‘farmer’ for *peeiril, @ MOTT widespread relict distribution of
additional meaning cannot be expressed by Hmuzaana. Everywhere the
term is in evidence, it is best glossed by the English meanings ‘female
servant, female slave’. Its block distribution and uniformly gendered
meanings suggest strongly that the term was probably developed no earlier
than the sixteenth century. That was when the breakup of Rutara, which
was the centre of this word’s distribution, was complete. Thus, Hmuzaana
may have emerged in the same period that Hmuwing took on meanings of
dependence, clientship or servitude and marked a gendered contrast 10 it
And this was the period in which the leaders of politicaily centralised states
such as Bunyoro and the ranked nodes of authority visible in the

archaeological and oral historical records for places iike Mubende, Munsa,
Ntusi, Kibengo and Kisengwe may have begun the practice of exchanging
DETSonS, especially females, who lacked social standing.*

The etymology of this term is unclear. People may have derived it from
a verb #-hujoeand meaning ‘to come with’, an associative form of #-kugja
‘to come’.® But the oulcomes of the substantive form are irregular in
many of the Rutaran languages, In Rwenzori and in Rwanda. This
suggests that the word was invented in one or more places and spread
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rapidly from there, as gifts and persons moved around.® Though the
ai_;sr:nce of a clear etymology makes it difficult to date the inventign and
dispersal of this term, the meanings it has carried over the last éent / LI I
us that the #muzaana was someone who entered a CONTITIGHE IU;} tli
extension of another person, either the giver, the captor or a rzastser (1;
some sort. A Hmuzeand’s identity was a function of her captor’é ;)r hO
master’s. It could therefore have worked as part of an ideological claifti
zlgféoi‘.%f‘ounded a nevx;comcr, outsider, even refugee stzmdinz{gfor female
s at the same t at it highli 1 0 i
s st (rlxlari:gt wat it highlighted the composite strength of a high-
Ano.ther name for siave — common in nineteenth-century accounts from
the region -~ was also generic but was not gendered. The etymolo of this
term, *muju [Appendix no. 11], is also exceedingty difficult to sortgo)‘/ut The
term: may have b(c:en an innovation from a verb that no long;er exist-s bu(i
looke.d _hke H-dia.** Tt may simply be a stand-alone substantive innovajtion
not tied to any verbal form.® In any case, *maja is very broadly distributeci
in Western Lakes languages. The *muja was a ‘dependant servaﬁt stave
ar rfefugec’ and was also famikar to people who spoke Be;nba Tuba an(\é
fla in Ccr}trai Africa, and the Sabaki languages of thé 1n(f;ia;1 (f)c-‘a .
coa-stai' reg_ion.% At first glance, this vast distribution might suggest a ;e;
antiquity for this form of slavery. But at the coast, in Proto LSabaki% tile
noun m‘eant ‘newcomer or refugee’ and its gendered form *—mu'c;kazi,
meant fernale slave’. Only meanings connected expl'icitly, to le:we )
1£1¢1ud1ng the exclusively female form referred to by *_gakazt, m U )T;YI;
Forest z?nd West Highlands languages. And the distributionjis a blE)ck
connecting the interior speech communities with the coast. These fact;
strongly suggest a history where these terms spread- to iljlléhd speech
communities from the Sabaki-speaking communities living in the ‘c}c))astél
lands between the Sabaki and Rufiji vivers. The regula'; sound corre
pondences between attestations of this word in cach of the s e(—:(‘sl;
communitics in the interior is best accounted for by arguing that thep tt:r;n
was in use before those mtermediate language groups begén to break u
G1yen that these roots have been reconstructed for the Proto %aba%
lextcon, tbey could have moved repeatedly into the interior any tirr;e over
fie .1a:§t fourteen centuries or so since Proto-Sabaki was spoken® The
: muyja and spe(.nﬁcaliy the *mujakazi may well have been the carliest sorts of
newcomers’ (in Sabaki-speaking societics} or ‘refugees’ {in the interior) to
enter the coastwise trade and Sabaki-speaking society as female
‘dependants, perhaps well before the famous caravan phase was uader
in %he early nineteenth century. l "
The notion of the newcomer is the most widespread one that Lakes
peo.p_le-used to name a slave. Firstcomers claimed that a newcomer v:ras a
social infant, without the rights and responsibilities of an adult insider
But the idea that newcomers could expect lower social standin, &hari
others in a community is a long-standing commonplace in idcoiog'es of
hierarchy between the Great Lakes and at the Indian Ocean coast.g;}{t chd
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qot first come into existence around the experiences of slavery: the
reverse is more likely to have been truc. Political hierarchies that refied on
an ideology of firstcomer standing rested on notions of the newcomer for
their force. When people argued that slaves wexe newcomers — &0
argument suggested by the range of meanings carried by terms such as
Kopnuga, F-mi, and ®-muzaana
acceptable status and authority to work in marginalising slaves. They also
drew on forms of social control heyond the taxonomies of hierarchy in
order to define a slave. The distinctive power and sting of such
marginalisation revolved around notions of honour and of the force of
scornful speech.

Seorn and Honour: New Names for Slaves fiom the 17005 to 185 fs

The ubiquitous metaphor of the slave-as-newcomer (01 ‘refugee’) between
the Great Lakes was supplemented by a metaphor that connected slaves
with scorn and disdain. In the Lakes region, many diflerent nouns that
signified ‘slave’ n the mincteenth century were derived from verbs that
meant ‘to scorn, disdain or backbite’ (Appendix nos. 2 and 5).% One of
these terms, ‘mugaye worked virtually as an ethmic slur in southeast Lake
Victoria, Kerewe-speakers claim that Jita- and Kwaya-speaking raiders
hurled this term at Luo-speakers who were most often the objects of their
raids, This metaphorical extension from ‘a scorned person’ to ‘a slave’ to a
generically enslaveable people played on the social reality between the
Cireat Lakes that a person’s capacity to act with social consequence fowed
in no small part from their capacity to speak with force, authority and
respect in whatever setfings were appropriate to their standing. Powerfui
speech was authoritative speech if its audience conferred legitimacy on the
speech through approbation or respectful assent. 1t was also powerful if a
speaker could marshal the necessary persons to support and defend
him/her should s/he be attacked by another powerful speaker. By using
this metaphor, people argued that the scornable slave could not do this
because her outsider status meant she fhad no social network that couid
counter her enemy’s scorn; she was (00 vulnerable to such talk. She might
even have been ‘seen’ by others as the embodiment of scorn tself.* In this
way Great Lakes Bantu-speaking societies could ‘add’ a newcomer to their
community while simultancously restraining thal person from becoming
an insider.® It is not yet possible to argue this with the conviction of an
exhaustive comparative search in regional oral and ethnographic sourees,
but these metaphorical extensions accurred in discrete parts of the region
and flowed from different verbal forms. The distribution of the ‘slave-as-
newcomer’ metaphor - expressed in the terms Hmuzaana, Hmyja and
Hmujokazi — takes the shape of a continuous, discrete block. The notion
that staves could be scorned and backbitien was far more widespread and
could be expressed using any of several terms for varying aspecis of this
condlition. A slave between the Great Lakes was fixed as an outsider, with
no family or friends to speak of upon arrival in a new community.
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Social inc oration 18 2 cold abstracti s nunber
in osies One of the richest revolved around nouoﬂ? oh- onon
T 31?5565- durcled and crculated. Honour is impo;‘te%fxtb its his t(:oﬂ s
and how 1L i s cabjective desire that requires pubiic recognl -
wlt s, e 1t" o f:x'rJ%terxce.'15 Yor this reason, getting at .his%t?u .ht
o io igfi}‘r&a;lgﬁg pr%mﬁc.cs and understandings of hmlomo;‘s;t;n?fmt
O hculties. y ;s i Gonal at heart, as some OF :
o dﬁﬁ?mues‘ };Efél:;l rtfs,’*éniféfft c(:zn the socially _‘ﬂat’ cjidegz:ivci
stgdex_;.ts have .r.f'cs onen this up? Between the Great LflkBS, t € o
h_.lStm“lc'cﬂ hngmfs li" cm?z:)of the most cOMMO terms for honqxi:", X ;1)6 .1,
tlfm"l‘l AN jest authority and so forih tells vs Ymuc.h i} Ei"s 1 .0;
dlggltﬁjﬁp;rr;ihﬂllgjﬂ Y'JThe (erm is ekitiihwd in l:[‘;)rtihl N?;IZE'??’; ; m;tpee(:h
i i " and il . \West Highlands). 2205 "4 !
i Sl?ty %ﬁ?\:}f tkii:l d}:;;téi?r?t f(cl)rrlms from the same underlying verb,
communit

47

AVES

der
the
21’8
n
Wi
to
g
ot
e

al



DAVID SCHOENBRUN

kutfia, whick means ‘to fear’.*" Different denvational processes suggest that
different speech communities connected fear and honour at separate
times, in separate historical circumstances, and by drawing on different
phenomenological claims.®

Following Orlando Patterson’s work on slavery and social death, the
historian fohn lliffe has argued that masters in Africa ‘did commonly deny
honour to their staves”.*® For Great Lakes Bantu-speakers, the subjectivity
of the fear that produced and constituted the recognition of honour
differed trom other, embodied and potentially mortal fears. They used
different terms to name the latter sort of fears, terms not connected to
questions of honour and respect. For example, very carly in the twentieth
century, the sorts of fear that drove the body to tremble were called ensisi,
in Luganda, whereas the sort of fear that underpinned honour was called
entiisa, in Luganda. Luganda-speakers made that noun from the verb
ohutilse, a causative of the verb Aufya, a transitive form meaning ‘to fear,
hold in reverence’. Some centuries earlier, before North Nyanza had
broken up into its constituent daughter languages, Ganda- and Soga-
speakers drew on the transitivity of the verb fufya, added a passive suffix (-~
boa) and derived the nown skititbewa [Appendix nos. 16.1 and 16.2] which
carries many closely related meanings in English concerning honour:
prestige, pomp, majesty, authority, dignity, respect and so on. With a
poetic efficiency, this derivation described fear and honour as two sides of
a coin. But the passive formulation makes clear that fear was a principal
manifestation of henour. It also reveals that, whereas fear was an action, at
least as early as the later nineteenth century, honour was thing-like, an
attribute of action, an aspiration which had to have a concrete form as well
as a subjective home. And, once acquired, honour had the capacity to
transform its possessor into a special sort of person, the ehitiibwa, whose
name belonged in an entirely different class of nouns.

Though a full exploration lies beyond the scope of this essay,
connections between honour and the fear that generated it and that drove
people to seek 1t, clearly shaped and constituted gendered aspirations for
manhood and womanhood, in important secial ways, arcund notions of
and strategies for gaining honour.’® West Highlands-speakers named the
practice of seclusion for young wives with the same verb {(°-iBpa) that they
used to describe the fear and honour of the respected person (-timywa).”!
Theough it might scem paradoxical, the absence of the secluded woman
from public life was a clear statement about the standing of her marriage,
the capacity for her sisters and other members of her natal lineage to
support her, not to mention a time of relaxation and pleasure for her,
These forms of secking and keeping honour took shape vertically, across
and in relation to different stations in a regional social hierarchy, from the
smaltl-scale hierarchy of the homestead to the larger public space of a royal
court or ritual.’ And people shaped them horizontally, within particular
social groups such as young men and women, wives, hunters, etc. Forms of
honour were highly motivating and multivalent framing factors for social

48

Violence, Marginality, Scorn & Honowr

action, including the social action of owners toward slaves and of slaves
soward owners and each other.%

I the subjechive desire for honour required public recognition in order
to be transformed into a social force, then it seems likely that scorn ~ as the
public refusal of a person’s honour — was an important part of an owner’s
or a community’s effort to create and maintain soctal hierarchy in
gendered ways.” The logics of competition and aspiration for honour
among the elite relied on productive and reproductive labour to
underwrite them — the symbolic capital embodied by a chief’s following
also took the form of gifts and iribute, including women — but the poetics
of the semantic histories of some of the terms -~ such as the *mye and the
*myzeana — that Great Lakes Bantu-speakers used to tatk about the social
hierarchics they formed foreground sources of honour other than
productive labour.

It seems quite likely that the logic of scorn lay at the heart of denials of
honour, at least to the extent that masters and others successfully used
scorn to publicly refuse a slave’s own sense of her honour™ It seems
equally likely that owners could use this equation with meaner results as
state-sponsored violence grew in the eighteenth century, and as the volume
and velocity of the coastwise trade increased in the nineteenth century.
Both of these trajectories led o larger groups of slaves living further from
their origmal homes than had been the case previously, when territorial
alienation was probably rare or of limited scope. None of this, however,
speaks to a slave’s own sense of refusing such conditions of her standing
and, n the absence of evidence to the contrary, it is preferable to assume
that the well-documented techniques of siave resistance - in other
historical settings — were in play between the Great Lakes during these

centuries of intensified violence, At this point, however, these speculations

await careful work in the rich oral traditions from the region’s monarchies,

A slave’s honour must be reckoned as something different from the
honour of a dlient if only because her negotiating leverage did not
normally nclude changing masters, whereas clicnts famously — and
according to their own calculus — could seek other patrons.® However, the
central ‘paradox of slavery’, in which an owner exerted dominance — and
a slave might accent that dominance — only in exchange for respecting
particular concessions to her created openings a slave might exploit in
improving her drecumstances according to her own, atbeit severely lirnited,
calcutus.®” Historians of this dimension of slavery tell us that the particular
form these concessions took resulted from struggles between owners and
slaves, especially struggles over labour and property.®

Work, War and Exchange:

Genealogies for the Warlding of Stavery and Enslavement in the Nineteenth Century
Between the Great Lakes, before the 1870s, only a few of the labels
anatysed in this essay were derived from the forms of work their bearers
carried out. Their distributions suggest strongly that work-related
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terminology for marking people’s status emerged largely in the wake of the
growth of waged labour, carly in the twentieth century.” The exception to
this elaim must surely be the forms of indentured labour associated with
livestock-keeping, most clearly conveyed through the history of the label °-
stimba which meant in Proto West Nyanza ‘someone who looks after
someone else’s cattle’, conveying a general sense of heing a dependent
male {Appendix nos. 15.1 and 15.2).% The term is widely distributed from
the Great Lakes region to the Swahili coast, but across this broad region it
was used to name very different features of work and lower social standing,
In the Lakes region, the meanings ‘herder’ or ‘hired shepherd’ were
derived from a far more widespread verb #-sumba “to look after, care for’,
a meaning that also supported semantic extensions to include ‘youth;
groom’ in Kaskazi languages.® These meaning chains refer elegantly to
the overlapping realities for young men of the salience of elders’ control
over resources that could drive the voung men into service in pursuit of the
material wealth they might need in order to marry or to escape from had
economic circumstances. In North Rutara socicties, a “-musumbe was
someone who might be at one and the same time a ‘herder’, a ‘slave’ or a
‘bondservant’. In West Highlands societies, the term couid refer to a
‘client’, a “slave’, or a ‘servant’. In the absence of cotroborating evidence
from comparative oral traditions, the narrow distribution of this particular
polvsemy makes dating its creation impossible, but it was clearly in play
across the twentieth century.

When James Augustus Grant described the sort of person reckoned
most valuable as a slave in Unyanyembe in 1861, his observations
constituted a short-hand for the stereotypes of gavery in Africa that fired
the moral imaginations of missionaries and colomals, It also captured
something of the intensified associations between labSur and slavery and
an implicit equation of female reproductive power with slavery.

Slaves from the northern kingdoms of Uganda, &c., were considered the
most valnable, just in the same way as many persons consider a country girl
the best servant. They were held to be more trustworthy than men from the
coast, made excellent servants, and were famous at killing or capturing wild
animals. The most esteemed women were of the Wahumali tribe from
Karague; they resembled the Abyssinians.®

Grant’s characterisagions of skill and phenotype f:l‘rlpi‘;asised gendered
divisions of labour, referred obliguely w0 racialised categories, and
suggested the importance of sexuality to the consumption of slaves south of
Lake Victoria.

In another passage, Grant also described a slave hierarchy i Buzinza,
with a gang of male slaves in irons working as rice gleaners — thrashing the
grain heads with their feet and toes and winnowing the thrashed grain by
throwing it up into the wind — while women used small hand knives to
reap the ripe heads of rice in Buzinza® Yet a lttle further on in his
account, Grant opined that ‘the slaves of the Wezees’ [Banyamwezi]
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enjoyed a status very different from slaves at Zanzibar being ‘very weil
dressed, and treated with great kindness, never doing but what they
choose’.5* Though Grant lumps ail slaves together under that seemingly
straightforward rubric, it is clear enough that the ‘very welt dressed’
persons who could do what they wanted belonged to a social standing in
which privation and constraint were not defining features.®

The semantic distance between military captive and slave was not often
bridged in Great Lakes Bantu languages; they were rarely synonyms.%
Though plundering property, including people, is a practice with deep
roots in this region and beyond, it is important to notice that virtually none
of the large nineteenth-century lexicon for forms of slavery was derived
fom verbs which described plunder and pillage. In the few instances
where this particular semantic extension from ‘captive’ to ‘slave’ did cccur
(Appendix nos. 1, 14.2, 14.4, 14.6), we find echoes of the claim that ‘acts
of disruption and bodily alienation ... are at the beginning of every slave’s
story’.¥ Ewven though captivity, among all the other circumstances that
produced enslavernent, clearly became prominent in the Lakes region only
in the eighteenth century, it is still surprising that such alienation was
suppressed by the general refusal to name slaves with nouns derived from
verbs for acts of capture, raiding, or pillage and plunder.

Jahcllers used metonymy to locate slavery alongside familiar forms of
social life. In the later 1950s, the word “-muhuuku (Nkore and Kiga) or
anupfitky (Hunde) meant ‘servant, bondsman or slave’. The phonological
structure of these two words corresponds regularly. Hunde-speakers
pronounce the consonant /p/ as a voiced labial fricative /pf/ when it is
surrounded by the vowel /u/. Nkore and Kiga-speakers pronounce /p/ as
an /k/ in the same vowel environment. Given these regularitics, it is
unlikely that the word and its meanings were transferred between these
three languages. Yet, the distribution has a block shape that overruns the
boundaries of established subgroups of Great Lakes Bantu. According to
lexicostatistical analyses and a set of shared innovations, Hunde belongs in
the Forest group, while Nkore and Kiga belong in the Rutara group ® So
the phonological and distributional evidence combine to suggest that the
term was invented separately in Hunde and in Nkore and Kiga. These
linguistic neighbours experienced similar circumstances and drew on
similar parts of speech in reacting to and interpreting those circumstances.
The source for this noun appears to have been a verb, *-kupuufa ‘to get
thinner, lose weight; to fail’. The poetics of raming a stave or a servant by
using a verb for physical privation took place between the seventeenth and
nincteenth centuries, when the three languages had clearly diverged. The
very chain of meanings that the word had accumulated by the twenueth
century included unwaged work and seemed to fold slavehood into
servitude.

The semantics of labelling slave statuses, service relationships and social
hierarchy in Great Lakes Bantu languages can be seen in the light of
Kopytoff and Miers’ sense of institutionalised marginality in African
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slaveries.”® In the Lakes region, many people created and sustained 5+

distinction between slaves produced by warfare and those wha slippeq

from clientship to pawnship into slavchood, a continuum echoed by the -

meanings attached to the word “-muhuukn/ °-mupfitku. Military captives had

far fewer options™ (o mitigate their valnerability compared with slaves
1 g ¥ P ]

who had been pawns or even former clients who could at least hope 1
draw various members of their lincage or clan or their former village o
workgroup, and so on, into the work of redeeming them. In the course of
the nineteenth century, as the circuits in which slaves might move came
more often to include disappearance to the cozst, a new sense of urgency
must have entered such negotiations. One side of the distinction between
captive and pawn appears in the common practice of stretching the
sernantic field around some old and widespread terms for domestic or
noble servitude (Appendix 4.1, 4.2, 4.3) — which often, though not
exclusively, were recruited into forms of pawnship — to include notions of
unwaged domestic work in the twentieth century.

This essay has taken seriously the scholarly commonplace of locating in
the nincteenth century the beginnings of the commodification of sociai
relationships as a feature of the intensification of coastwise trade. And
terms refated to purchasing slaves lend strong support to the timning of this
transition, even if they also support a claim for considerable variation in its
local and regional lexical forms and, hence, historical experiences. Ganda,
Masaapa, Hanga, North Rutara and West Highlands-speakers each
separately derived a word naming a slave gotten by purchase or exchange
from a verb #-gila which means ‘to buy’ (Appendix nos. 6.1, 6.2, 6.3). The
derivation tells us nothing about what sorts of people - caplives, pawrns,
criminals, ‘witches” and so on — might have become purchased people or
moved through purchase,

Regional and local differences in the derivational processes people used
to create these labels reveal some of the contexts that shaped these
mnovations. West Highlands-speakers added an associative suffix and
thereby underscored the importance of exchange at the heart of the
purchase {Appendix no. 6.1). When they invented their noun for a
purchased slave ({Appendix no. 6.2), North Rutara-speakers added a
passive infix in order to mark a purchased slave’s lack of agency, Ganda-
speakers used phrases, and a simple agentive noun, that emphasised the
act of buying and the agency of the buyer (Appendix no. 6,3). Hanga-
speakers simply added the appropriate noun class marker to the stem,
without the agentive. Masaapa-speakers used the passive infix, like Nyoro,
Nkore and Kiga-speakers. For all this diversity in perception and in
deriving these names, they all share the notion that some sort of involun-
tary transfer created the enstaved person. This most commonty referred to
the act of purchasing an enslaved person, but was not restricted to this
meaning. That fact suggests that the invention of words for ‘purchased
slave’ drew on older patterns of exchanging people, even if the context for
that innovation was the violently commuodifying world of the nineteenth
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century in which commercial exchange Involved less permanent
C(mnc{;tions between buyers and seilers. N

Language evidence suggests that roots for thc-se transitions run deeper
than the nineteenth century. The most interesting cx‘am};ﬂe comes from
thinking about the historical semantics of the \lferb #.‘-gu!cz, to buy’. In one
of the few large-scale studies .of innovations  in Savannaht Bantu,k
Christopher Ehret argues that thls_mot; i an inherited {featl;lrc mn Great
[akes —having undergone a semantic shift du;'mg‘thc carlier laas_t Savania
era.?! The innovation lay in Hast Savannah-speakm;g %‘Jeople having begun
1o use the verb to mean ‘to buy’ instead of “to sell’, its 1pur[?0rted'ly older
meaning for Proto Bantu-speakers. The strength .0['" Ehret’s claim rests
entirely on distributional evidence: the new meaning attached to #—ngla
occurs in select, non-contiguous branches of Eaﬁcrn Savanna Bantu, while
the oider meaning occurs in select, non-contigucus brﬁanches of .Fores.st
Bantu. Assuming Bhret is correct, what cqntcxts might explzu.n' thi
semantic shift, an apparent reversal of perspective from dolnrJf to recipient’

The practice of using one verbal form to rclfcr to ‘buying’ and anoth_cr
to refer to ‘selling’ emerged in social settings where new financial

" arrangements — perhaps based on currency forms - and impersonal forms

of exchange (even if carried out in markc::ts).split up vyhat had earlier been
a single conceptual field of ‘exchange’. This semantic sphttmg developed
and spread in the contexts of newly commodified 't‘radc relat}or.ls? where
‘buying’ and ‘selling’ were undertaken by respectively specialised pro-
ducers and consumers and could mark the standing of debtor and credlto_r.
This could be connected with the growth of complex networks of trade in
rare goods, like kaolin or iron, or with trade in exotic goods, like gia_ss
beads, cloth and foreign metalwork, or with trade and .exchange m
foodstufls, persons and firearms.”? Abundant evidence exists for these
specialisations by the eighteenth century, at the very latest., and we suspect
them to be much older.” In each case, the argument that Inventing a word
for “selling’ also meant inventing a word for buying’ implies that both
came into existence from a single, unified concept mvolving thlngs. ancl
social relationships, a conceptualisation: that might be rat‘her poetically
glossed as ‘to connect socially through the movement of thm'gs’. Though
difficult to date from language evidence alone, the sernantic shlft does
make sense in the light of any of the well-known periods in the history of
commodification in Africa.”

Consider this somewhat tortured suggestion in the light of Christopher
Ehret’s argument concerning the semantic history of East&rn?avannah’s
#-gitla, ‘to buy’. The larger claim for the antiquity of commodﬁmd'people,
people who were ‘bought and sold’, is supported by the scm.antlc_hlstory of
another root, “wsumwmba or “-sombe ‘slave’. This term might just be a
deverbative of the verb, °cimba, ‘to buy’ (Appendix no. 15.2), replaced in
Eastern Savannah times by #-gile. Transfers of persons - O}ltSldﬁ of
pawning and marriage — between households or institutional settings such
as shrines may well be extremely ancient; certainly they are at least as old
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as the sorts of violence and ill-health that could produce exchangeable,
socially dislocated, persons.

The linguistic evidence discussed so far could be read as confirming the
observation, made by the historian John Iliffe, that ‘the assimifative
capacity of tropical African societies created a hierarchy among slaves
But they were actually plural hierarchies, depending on the period angd
region under consideration. And relations between the levels also differed
according to the same contextual factors, even while some aspects of slaye
hierarchies appear to be quite ancient. Highteenth-century militarismsg
increased the volume of displaced persons, even if the distance they had
travelled seems comparatively small in relation to the growth of coastwise
trade in the nineteenth century. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
statuses such as page and court slave included both pawned persons and
‘placed’ persons with noble standing or noble pretensions. Dynastic oral
traditions and other historical tales take for granted such social distinetions
— they recognise some court followers as menials and others as clients on g
continwum — and do not confuse such persons with captives and criminals
whose fate a roval court may decide.

Gender and hierarchies mutually constituted each other, as well. One
of the most important ways in which this worked revolved aronnd the
forms of honour and respect which slaves at different levels of a hierarchy
could hope to accumulate and use to improve the concessions they could
win from superiors. For female dependants and slaves, this was most often
- and over the longer term — tied to their reproductive powers. The core
meaning of the muzaana as an auxiliary, infantilised person captures the
ambiguous nature of this power. It reminds us of the fuzzy, changing
relationships between hegemonic notions — fantasies, really, shaped in key
ways by gender, generation, and status - of social hierarchy and the
everyday realities of social life in a hierarchical world.

Conclusions and Future Research

The linguistic evidence reviewed here confirms the commonplaces of
enstavement. Over the last millennium, between the Great Lakes, people
became slaves by capture, by purchase and by debt-pawning.™ By itself,
language evidence is a dangerous foundation for offering calendar dates,
but the evidence presented here can be read inside already well-established
chronologies for regional social history to suggest that violent capture and
pillage have long histories, reaching well into the first millennium QE.7 It
is quite likely that pawning has been around just as long, but it seems
clearly to have grown in prominence in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, with the rise of politically centralised states with territorial
ambitions, and increasing levels of pressure and insecurity in highly
specialised food systems.™ One of the more important responsibilities of
leaders in these states lay in providing refuge at court to struggling
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rs and their families. Transfers of persons t%;roug%; markets seern a

ore recent development, probably no older than th.e ¢ighteenth century,
o : gaining in velocity and volume throughout the nincteenth cent.ury,“'
b ]jgiiferem labels for slaves ofte_n referred to the. different r.ef'}itmf? the(y;
faced, as historians have dctermm‘ed for the MI‘II’IIZ;O coast, {?‘ntg;gd a?
Buganda in the second half (Jf_ the' mne.teenth century. Somej of those x;f 10
were initially labelled in the fashions just §1scussed, couldr ‘ﬁnd themselves
fiving later in life under a different designation altoge.ther. The connecu?x}s
hetween newcomers and persons lacking the social capital w0 sustilén
responses to scornful and hackbiting talk are clear cnough. They describe
a slave’s extremely vulnerable condition, having been removed ﬁfom her ar
his community and made a stranger eisewht?re. But the connection under-
scores the reality of a common conceptual iramfawork — the 'framewqu of
social hicrarchy — inside which different sorts of people could strateg&call_y
work their way up the ladder from enslaved newcomer or refugee to
affiliated insider. N
a{ﬁ;ig:plc couldt achieve this social integration it .they could imtlatc.:_ir}ci
sever patronnclicnt relationships z%ccorchng.to thel.r own calculus, \i\/’lthll’l
the precepts of the system. The latitude to give service, support or children
to one another formed a fundament of social life between the Great Lakes.
Persons who entered a community as an outsider, as a slave, had the least
capacity to prosecute such ties. Yet, as jonathon Gla;sman has silc?wn us
for central coastal towns such as Bagamoyo, Pangam,‘and Sadani, SLilCh
daves could use the patriarchal and paternalist logics of r'nutuai obligation
to create roles for themselves as patrons of others still more recently
arrived. Women possessed skills and capacities which put .Lhem at an
advantage over men in negotiating modes (.)f obligated social ties. The loss
of mobility in the social system — a maobility most_oftcn realised .throug@
their successful movement through sociaily sanctigned phases in a fife
course — [aced by women who had been stolen in r:alqs and r.emoved ‘from
their affinal and sanguineous networks of support limited their capacly to
move through generational phases in a socially rccogrflsed fashion. The
chance to use brideprice, motherhood and formal marriage arrangements
io create a new place, a relational standing for themseives — Just as has
beerr documented so compeliingly for southern Tanzama ?)y _Mar@a
Wright — was their most effective tool to cotmbat the marginalisation and
indignity of recent transfer.”

The labels discussed in this essay are remarkable for another reasor.
Many of them are unique to different parts of Fhe Great Lakes region
rather than constituting local extensions of much farther-Alung networks {)f
notions of staving.® More than any other argument presented here, this
distinctive quality of the language evidence points to regional social
historical forces as central to shaping the development of slavehoods an'd
slaving between the Great Lakes. However, other forms of semantic
extension point to the antquity of the practice of capture and raiding or
the antiquity of discourses of the socialty marginal person as a newcomer,

followe
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These data for the early history of slavery and enslavement between e
Great Lakes only touch the surface of these issues.® And their treatmen i
this essay might give the misieading impression that a historian can use the
well-known features of nincteenth-century stavery as transhistorica) criteriy
for isolating earlier forms.# Nothing could be further from the truth, ang
this is why future studies must develop further the interests of states, the
various torms and scales of violence, and numerous aspects of vulnerability
and dependence. These contextual factors shaped the experience of
slavery in earlier centuries very differently from the way commodification
did in the nineteenth century. Just considering state interests will require 3
full accounting of the nature and significance of building archly patriarcha}
ideclogies designed to control male access to fertile women, extending the
monarch’s claims to have absolute control over the power to take life, and
providing nobles and military personnel (sometimes the same persons) with
new sources of followers As the late historian Gerald Hartwig argued
more than 25 years ago for Bukerche, slavery came along ‘when &
centralised system of government was introduced and a stratified society

developed’* But we know now that social stratification had been con-

figured and reconfigured many times over before anything resembling
political centralisation appeared in the Great Lakes region. In that sellse,
the roots of inequality and dependence run deep in the region. Yet the
genealogies of slavery, inequality and dependence are highly diverse
there."”” Exploring their particular forms and interrelations in the region’s
larger states — by re-reading dynastic and other oral traditions ~ should
reveal much of interest.

Paul Lovejoy, a leading historian of slavery in Africa and of commerce
in slaves in and out of Africa, has argued famously that slavery in Afiica
was transfortied in a complex dynamic by overseas demand during the
centuries of the transatlantc slave trade. For Lovejoy, this transformation
involved slavery becoming central to production in particular African
societies, especially as enslavement became integraied into a slave system
and markets for slaves shaped local sitvations in discernible and powerful
ways.”® Histories of slavery in the Great Lakes region cannot casily be
fitted into Paul Lovejoy’s transformation thesis. For one thing, dependency
and hierarchy and militarism ~ which together were key clements of the
engines of the transformation — are each and together older than the
market and the cultural forces driving coastwise demand for slaves, a mode
of demand to which he attributes new and harsher forms of enslavement.®
On the other hand, the importance of militarism to cighteenth-century
state-building between the Great Lakes seems likely to have increased
internal dislocations of dependent persons but not as a function of markets.
Markets for slaves grew, and supplies and demand increased in volume and
velocity in the nineteenth century, when something like Lovejoy’s trans-
formation thesis can be seen in parts of East Africa, including Buganda.®

Another leading scholar of slavery in Africa, John Thornton, has
characterised it as widespread in the continent after 1680.%' But disen-
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ol wany forms of slavery — from Lovejoy’s violent. aiienatlon? ot
tanghng o ? ‘(rs:/ and Kopytofl's kin-incorporation continuum — dnfi
abour 1€ ‘h-w{he forces that shaped each particular form fiurmg this
disingaiSLog f their deeper roots is fraught with teleological pittalls.
o ri(} rttllle. coastwise trade in staves, so well documented frqm

i the eighteenth centlury, may well have been the ‘outgrowth of thl&;
fae 10 61'4 grv’ and, thus, the opposite of the essentially externa
mtemi'ﬂ : a?ié\;f"oy and Thornton. But teleology may lurk m §uch an
g O’lC%’l in the form of a transhistorical importance assigned to
maiym'al apI\J/i’ec ;njuqt take seriously how radically different were the
diSID(‘la'uor*L fa slavc:’s vulnerability in the early sixteenth zmc] the latcr
deltl@; . nturies. Then, in order for a modified form of Lovejoy’s
eigh_teﬁ‘-r}t lcizable in the region beginning perhaps as carly as the
thes dp-lf ('ellt{lry and dearly in evidence by the se{:_ond hall of the
S?vemeeﬁ;lc{;jmur‘v to help us understand the historical forces that
anlEECEI}L- lf:rsoms ih,to the coastwise trade, we will need to‘c.ast'our net
e i than the fairly narrow category of ‘the slave’ in the long

much Wi lude the broad, local notions of social differ-

pineteenth century to inc

iation within the region. . . _—
en{geeper social histories of violence, vulnerability and authority

.de the historical contexts for thinking about depe;ndence, II"laI‘g.lE‘ahi.Zl
o 1 . between the Great Lakes. Though this essay h‘%s offere
e S'avix-rly generalisations about these broader pools of experience an‘d
EEE?; ilrr;gﬂecrt)uai output, it is clear from the senggntic gxsitg;-;ocs gdtth; élijrt?;;
for slaves most commeonly recorded in t}ﬂe 18 sain two;]l hat 1 migh}
the slave from kinship systems and {ro.m soSu;) é:abmh o
B Eatre . TCSPCCL'E“WaSi“a' lfe%al};ﬁ?: and p;zrson. Thornton has
P Mo e Q > cF‘/I(;L‘gour.... rovided the African entre-
argueirt}jf?tth ‘i?z?éeart:lv ?:;iggucciig wcaltb.’};2 Establis?ﬁfxg and maintain-

?;;I;Cslave’s solitude was central to the master’s ‘securty’.

¢ of future work in the history of slavery 11; tilc—:
. i ich i 3 tiong of the
Lakes region will be the ways m which it opens wup qu}egzons}s e
cfistir;ctiv;é roots of African histories of individuality, ofl Lerarc y ane
N o pr . CI‘
obligation, of henour and shame, and gf ? g}lhta‘mec go;:cr}?ect '
stories wi :ct out-
i 1 s property. Such mstones .
roperty, including persons as pre y tories will project ous
i‘ﬂ.r% ﬁ};m Africa a complex series of engagements, CONSITUCHONS
& |

- . > oot bevond
various contributions to cosmopolitan diasporic modernities well bey

the scope of this essay.*® Details of these humanistic tlhcn?cs 1r1tA§.r3§a;1E
3 » " 3 P . " ) l C‘ .
istori ; t will emerge more clearty i stucie
histories of slavery and enslavemen erge more C¢ nstudies o
aspirati { embodied individuals, ©
e needs and aspirations © ] o a
i’ cand of the shifting boundaries among them. Fhe r;;tturi Ii)é
slavery and freedom, inequality and hierarchy, 1s not ﬁxefidbﬁt 1? nL;x;fc nd
that means that we can only understand the fudlity oi efinitic
begin by claiming them and then working to demolish them.

The most exciting aspec

collectivities,
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In the centuries before 1600, Great Lakes Bantu-speakers, like other
around the globe, had no way to speak of ‘freedom’ as a condition of ay,
atomised personal independence. The ideal - if not the idea - of
individually embodied independence was untenable in a political economy
of reciprocity, obligation, hierarchy, assumed inequalities, separate spheres
of gendered activity and theories of composite corporeal power. As ap
ideal to be aspired to by state and society, this notion wonld have seemed
absurd to people Living between the Great Lakes before the seventeenth
century, However, with the birth of organised state-sponsored violence iy
which large numbers of captives were moved fairly long distances from
their networks of support and aspiration, ‘freedom’ might well have come
to mean the absence of such depredations.” By the nineteenth century,
captives, criminals, ‘sorcerers’ and outcasts of every stripe had to consider
that their fate might take them even farther away from ‘home’ = to ‘the
coast’, for example. This new reality, together with the increasingly
frequent and non-centralised raiding, might have intensified the notions of
freedom’ as the absence of removal,

Even if a social hierarchy that required clear if debatable lines between
insiders and outsiders has been developing for more than a millennium
between the Lakes, it is not at all clear that it is helpful to use the term
‘slave’ to refer to those at the bottom of that hierarchy at any given point
in time before the seventeenth century. In the centuries before states,
agrarian societies did not possess mechanisms to enforce the creation of
class relations over the long term. However, as the tertitorial boundaries
between increasingly aggressive states took firmer shape, beginning in the
seventeenth century and clearly in place in the eighteenth century, some-
thing like Clande Meillassoux’s ‘womb of iron’ may have begun to grow as
violence dislodged persons whose labour was central to continuing
warfare.” In the second half of the eighteenth century, and throughout the
course of the nineteenth century, Meillassoux’s ‘womb of gold’ swelled and
the exchange of commodified persons drove a caleutus of individual male
and royal fernale accumulation as a central feature of wealth that under-
wrote state aggrandisement.%

The language evidence discussed in this essay suggests that the inteliec-
tual tool kit of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Great Lakes Afticans
could not have contused notions of the individual as a free person
embodying elements of stand-alone choice and will with notions of social

Justice and/or capacities to achieve satisfaction, health and peace. Indeed,
people argued most passionately aboul who could occupy {or invent)
which stations in a complex network of hierarchical positions tied together
by obligations designed to provide flows of mutual aid and material
support.¥” And they argued about the moral conditions that ensured hat
those obligations would remain reciprocal, a set of moral conditions whose
roots ran equally to inteflectual habits and to material circumstance.®
They argued about these issues, in part, by appealing to other notions of
cultural superiority and inferiority which had largely local and subregional
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scope. In the mid-nineteenth century, well before Europeans ‘arrived” in
the region, Ganda and Nyoro, Rwanda. fmd Shi opinions oi‘ tk;;:n; own and
of cach other’s cultural power exemplified one form ::)f thus * Huna. ar}d
[ro or Tuutsi and Hutu attitudes toward each other’s cultural, material
and political power exemplified anc)the}".loo All of them in comgnin
appealed to glorious past conquests, to notions of common c}es_cent én t (;
exclusions made possible by that metaphor, and to stead_fast ran ‘ngs_ o
these inalterable — because past -~ ‘facts’ and allf.:g‘edlylr inherent ‘trails’.
Orther oppositional binaries could be adduced. Par't;mpatwn and exclusion,
articuladion and silence, as couplets, formed key intellectual and substan-
tive contexts for these arguments. ‘

Their richness notwithstanding, these data cannat ‘tcll us how
vulnerable people undersiood and talked about their own lives. W ¢ have
no access to slave discourse through Feco_nstructcd lexical material. We can
anly glimpse some of the effects of this discourse on the devclopmcnt of tl};
lexis by considering carcfully the conceits and explicit judgments containe
in semantic histories. Metaphor, metonymy and synonymy are not value-
free tools; they reflect choices, and choices express the interests (_)f the
chooser. In order to suggest what interests might say about whf) dic thc
choosing, we can draw on what we already know about historical shifts
and continuities in the social logic of obligation and hierarchy between the
Cireat Lakes to the cighteenth century. In this way, we can u_ﬂer the nature
of the interests that motivated different acts of met_aphc}rzcgl extension,
metonymic joining and the mair}’tenance of a rich enwronme.nt }?f
synonymy during different periods in the past. A‘nd we can suggest w ;
might have offered those ‘moves’ az_ml why they H:nght have been acgepte
by the speaking and audible public and taken into sp_eech so that they
remained alive to turn up in the accounts ~ oral and written and mixtures
of the two — generated in the nineteenth century, or to appear in the
twentieth- and tweniy-first-century work of the philologists and linguists of
the region’s tongues,

A Brief Note on Historical Linguistic Method

Historical linguistic work in the relevant Bantu languzges ir the %l;ﬁat
Lakes region and in coastal Fastern Afnca is 'mghly at.ivan-ced.. It
involves the comparative study of words and meanings 1 hvlsionca}lly
related sub-groups of contemporary Bantu 1anguages. By discovering
words with similar meanings and regularly corresponding sounds, schalars
can recomstruct their earlier forms.® The rﬁconstructh v‘oc.abulary
discussed in this essay and presented in the following Appendix, is mferrt:'d
from the regularities in sound correspondence and in patterns of semantic
range ohserved in a set of conternporary Bantu languages. It constitutes
part of a ‘proto’ language ancestral to the contemporary languages. It
reflects the historical persistence of a community of speakers using those

59




DAVID SCHEOENBRUN

words and meanings. As pecple invented new terms or added new mean.
ings tc existing terms, increased bnguistic difference is recognisable in
digtinetive sets of reconstructed words and meanings shared by different
groups of contemporary languages. The denser the webs of reconstrucied
vocabulary and of contrasting meanings carried by different words in each
protc language, the more such contrasts reveal about the normative values
used by Fast Africans to make moral, pheromenclogical and political
distinctions at different times in the past.'™

Appendix: Reconstructed Vocabulary'™

1. ®-béhe 1/2, 9 “captive, prisoner’; °-béha 1/2, 14 ‘prisoner, captivity’; ®-béhwa 1/9
‘prisoner, enslaved person’,

Nyora, Nkare, Kiga, Haya, Ziba, Rwanda, Rundi, Ha; Nande, Kuria, Masaapa,
Hanga; Rundi, Nyoro, Nkore, Kiga, Nande.

Derived from the Proto Fastern Savannah verb #-ffdpe ‘to tie up, bind up’. The
variety of forms suggests separate innovations, in the Iast five centuries, after the
Proto Rutara- and Proto West Highlands- and Proto Central Luhyia-speech
commumnities had broken up.

2. "—vuma 9, 1/2; -oumo 1/2 ‘slave, chatel slave; roval employee’,

Ganda, Kerewe.

Derived from Proto Eastern Savannah #-fyme ‘talk bad about, scorn, curse’,
Gwere attest kivuma ‘item of tribute’. The associaton of a bad talk and social
mferiority seems to date at least from Proto West Nyanza, but is probably much
older, The specific meaning in Ganda could have cmerged any time after the
sixteentl: century, by which time Prote North Nyanza had fully broken ap.

4. X, Pegarapd 1/7 ‘male servant, client (someone who has received gifisy,

Shi, Haavu, Goyi; Rwanda, Rundi; Kiga.

One of three related forms with areal distributions. This one has Lake Kivu at is
epicentre and its spread — likely from multple centres — reflects the ncreasingly
dense networks of obligation that accompanied the growth of royal power in
Rwanda and Bushi during the eighteenth century. It probably derived from #-gala
‘to come back, go back” by reduplication.

4.2. ®—gildgwe 1/4 and 14 ‘royal’s servant; service to a king’.

Kiga, Nyorao, Nkore, Haya.

During German colonial rule, the Haya noun named an uncivilised, poorly
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ied person. This may poiut to the uncertain circumstances thgt sc}mzﬁ:tim.es
edut i}f"o ral pages o pawns. A passive infix suggests a separate inmovation in
o ducec‘ Zrhapsb conserving the importance of the absence of agency at the
s z(mtc; perscm entered this social condizion. A North Rutaran innovation, from
gi?gl:;]n th}(: sxteenth century (when glottochronology suggests this sabgroup had

hegan 0 break up) and the very recent past.

4.3.%-galagale 1/ 2 “young male courtier, sometimes with specific responsibilities”.
Ganda; Koolkd, Nyore; Koonzo.

In the 1980s, the Koonzo noun namecd someone who worked as a _domesl‘j\c ff)r,.no
wages, 2 condition considered s}a\re«hke._ This shows how nouonf‘lc ‘(?I's<.r\’,1§§
changed from the ninetecnth to the twentieth centuries, as commodi leiEOZ] an :
the thinning of networks of obligation created a dee?er relief a@und tllm gu;f: o
the dependent individual. In the absence of detailed language evid cn}fe flgﬂrp
Lugwere and Lusoga, it is dangerous o szly_mucl_a about the time dccilpt of this
inmovation. It has been most carefully dc:scr;bf:d in Ganda settings, escrlonkr;s
that deminate any sense of the range of meanings the term cguid 1?ame. (!}t tc;
very least, its distribution further underscores the close relationship between Ganda

and Nyoro royalty.

5. °-gaya 1/2 ‘servile, enslavable people’.

Jiea, Ewaya; Kerewe.

According to Kerewe-speakers, this is a slur huried at Luo people who sufﬁ;re'd
raids for slaves in the later nincteenth century led by Suguti-speaking peoples. ftis

derived from a Proto Bantu verb *-gaya ‘despise’, retained in Great Lakes Bantu.

; ‘ . . *
6.1. —gwrano, —guranyi 1/2 ‘purchase slave; an endangerer, slaver”.

Rwanda, Rundi.

As with the next two entries, this term was derived from #-gils “to buy’. The
extremely narrow distribution points to the later nineteenth century, when ]_E(meh
and Ruwandan monarchies were distinct. Tts apparent absence in the Ha dialects

should be checked. Tf this holds up, this term and its relatives, below, strongly point
t0 the novelty of the coastwise exchange of slaves.

6.2. ~ginea 1/2 ‘bondman, slave; bought person’.
Nyoro, Nkore, Kiga;, Masaafla.

Only the MasaaPa ateestations specify a purchase slave. North Rutarans made the
term weork as a generic.

6.3, ~gule, —gula 1/2 ‘purchase slave’

Ganda; Hanga; Gusij,.

61




DAVID SCHOENBRUN

In: the 1930, this ]
, this had become a generi ¢ i
Ganda specif ; generic term for ‘slave’ in Hanga. Bot
first gian}/;iciliy thc;}mcamrlg ‘purchase slave’. This distributiocn % ugh s
first glan : urmg 1t suggest a considerable antiquity for the terﬁ;qe e
. h atlestat 1spl: 3 .
i, attestation digplays the vowel-lowering characteristic,ofél?\?{c:)i]

'l.erh SC Sle 4 aving rouic
p ase %lrl\/f_,s thai Clllﬁlgcd aleng the Mara S}' i % 3 /ZOQC
7 —wéambi -fl ‘??2[3 é O a A 4 DUZL 2

. 3 &) £ 1/() ‘Capt()r Is

= , prisoner fwar captive’; “—/ )
i LTI L

G | | 1 3 2 / ‘Cap 0{"_

amla, Northern a l uthc]”l’] Gisu; HaIlgEl; i YOro, | k

ATIC E)(‘} , LNROIE.

An agentive noun deri |
dowrf imml)bﬂis{el’ d\(;\r}?f}cll f;rom the Proto .Eastem Savarmmah verb #-pdmba <
extension to acts of selzure allif(}_‘lp;i‘fl(l\’lddf‘:"l '}Y;lctlzespreac'i anc[f naturalistic Semanzz
and internal displace ) o equation of captivity wi
-H.mOvatijr;?ifciﬁgijif;ﬂﬁnts OF peo;_)le is clear. The skewin]g saggxt? q[;iutnder
s o e uns, p‘E:lhap‘s in Lhel context of Gandan and ikuhyial[n%;rate
between ;\forth N %y PmIrllITlent in the eighteenth century. The tonal difte i
Nyanza and North Luhyia seem reguiar. Herences

8. “-aambuzi 1/2 ‘robher; d rer, bri |
& ot er; destroyer, brigand, pillager’, “-aamburo 7/8 ‘authorisation

Rwanda, Rundi.

This agenti e i {

Vil k; ai;t‘;;:;}?c,un vzlds derived from the verb {in Rundi and Rwanda [with a |

311 froambn dresgn i‘(;:; ii) [’flke ‘by fotl"ce,’ which is the reversive form of th: V?e?ig)

) 57, lerivation shows cleark i

ambare o ¢ " ivati learly that rohbing - liagi

involve ‘A;:qr[n;rﬁl}nl{idmental v;ol‘atmns of the public, dressed hoiig ::} i Paﬁagin%
st Flighlands area. Shi has oomuoaambali 1/2 *subject ser}:;ant’ vas{ I?‘kﬁ;e

ject, s . very lkely

f (9) N 3 E
. eial FHLid / 1
LNG 19 {‘d aW ’ E: !
T ][. K{}O 0. W ] muwambali 1Y ¥ ay . I.t thlS Wwas a Cognatc. f(}lili we Qhﬂl.dd

9. —fuuku; -pftkul /2 ‘slave, servant, bordsman’

Nkore, Kiga; Hande.

Fhe term om i
wnpagahufal also appears 1
t S s in Hunde. It jes b i
dhe term omue @ ppe; . It carries the following, §i
e Eﬂde - {i)egffﬁuku) one who has been taken over by crushing cir{'urrijtalrl:erg:l
eparsts gnnevaﬁo; izn}\f;g:spogd}z regularly, by spirantsation. This st;ggcsizsei
] » and Kiga, on th 12 i l
I ore an ga, ¢ e one hand, and in Hande
piher ® Simﬁa;mfcr Hunde pfiike "to fail, be beaten’.!® That, in urn > on the
broadly sim! Stirrclgcu[:jl?tanfges across the three speech co.mmu,nities raihsuggi?m
jome sort of *—1;;21; : zﬂ“us;lgn. Etymology i3 uncertain, but perhaps’ ; déxr;rrb;tiit
b e Vuhlerabﬂ{g:et atnllnner},l lose weight'. The derivation suggests links with
y and perhaps refugees of famine. )

1{). i /2 4 (lﬂ enda Servart {ll' ))!.(l < Siave;] Sserv ae
2 " Vi , Glent, 3 VE]
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Nkore, Nyoro, Y6oza, Ziba; Nyole; Sumbwa,

losses given to this term in the literature hear the traces of late pr{:coloma}—
coloniak-era patrician efforts to promaote their views on social hierarchies in the
- cat Lakes region. Royals and pastoralists had the most at stake in this regard.
1 the tweniieth ceniury, he noun in Haya stated this position explicitiy:
: fazm fabourer, servant subject {original inhabitant, racially separale from
' Yt is therefore dangerous (o rely solely on them as 2 guide to any earkier
ings the term might have carried. Nevertheless, for our purposes, it is clear
hat where the term referred to the status of client, this was the meaning
k and the atterapt to fix

featl

wough ¢ ¢ r k

hat suppo'rtcd extensions into the realms of coerced worl
ach persons at the botiom of a given social hierarchy. The Kiga meaning is
d hints at an eartlier period where formulating the occupation of the

pcasant’ ar !
fyrmer as distioct from that of other, especially pastoralist activities had political

and social craction. This seems plausible if only because Kigezi — where RuKiga is

remained peripheral to the main currents of slaving, if not to those of

spokent
d colomial violence. By the 1970s, in South Rutara,

precoionia] state militarisms an
the term meant ‘poor person’ and had lost connections with honded labour. The

pperation of germination in Ganda and the digtributional evidence strongly
sapport 2 claim for Prota West Nyanza as the speech community in which this
werm first appeared. It 1 not hard to sce a semantic fistory proceeding from the
\ for farmer as part of a politicisation of pastoralistm and

[nvention of a termy
< associated with

agriculture in general. This meaning quickly accumulated nuance
chentship, especially as clieniship was embodied most commonly through the
& and/or catle, in the middle of the second millennium  CE.

wansfer of lan
Applying notions of coerced labour and political subjugation came last, as

sebordination beeame a vehicle to differentiation in these terms. Etymology 35
sncertain. One possibility i a verb #-ida (reflexive) ‘come back, retusy’, often
replaced by H.garuka in Great Lakes Bantu, and thus shows the sort of relict
dgistribution expected from 2 fairly old termn. The sermantic connection would seem
to have heen that dependants and clients should be dependable, reliable

supporters.
11. —a 1/2; 14 ‘dependant, servani, dave. Newcomer, refuges’.

In Great Lakes Bantu: Shi, Hunde, Haavu, Fuliry, Tembo, Gayl, Rwanda, Rundi,

Ha, Vinza; Zu, Shashi

Beyond Great Lakes Bantu: Sumbwa, Nyamwezl (Tabors dialect); Luba-Katanga,
Tuba-Sanga; Nyika; Bemba, Nsenga; Ha; Lenje; Guba; Tabwa; Mambwe; Bisa;
Lata-Lamba; Fipa; Pimbwe; Wungu. Proto Sabaki.

Pety (Johnston 1919, Vol. 1, 259} has nistkazi female slave’; Mang’anja (Johnston
1919, Vol. 1, 243) has mdzakazi, 1 the same meaning. This is one of the very few

Takes Bantu with a very broad, nearly block diseribution

terms for slavery in Great
that closely marks the territory of long-distance trade routes of any sort, let alone

those which reached into and beyond the lands of both the Luba state and the
Indian Ocean caravanning routes. Omly a few from Swahili (*-twmwa ?) and one of

two reaching westwards {*-peka?) have similarly vast distributions. {n the Lakes
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region, it is concentrated in Forest and West Highlands, though it does tury 4
two of the Mara languages (a branch of East Nyanza). It is ofien gendered feps
with the addition of #-kezi ‘woman’, with the male [brm unmarked, Shi atteg
reverse. The etymology is unclear. Meeussen gives *-dia [L] or -z ‘slave’ o N
and Hinnebusch reconstruct Proto Sabaki *myju ‘newcomer’ 107 '

12.3. “hwateea 1/2, 9/ 10; *captive, prisoner’.
Nyoro, Nkore, Kerewe.

In the later 1980s, the verbal form in Hangaza meant ‘to marry by abduciioy
Together with the following entry, these two arcal forms are deverbatives of
stem *-fiddi- ‘seize’ (CLS. #1172 in Guthrie 1967 71, Vol 3, 304} which is jig
very likely derived from Prote Bantu (Meeussen 1986, 29) *gu- ‘fall’ and showi;
Dahl’s Law with the addition of the contactive suffix *-at-. Rundi {Rodegemn 197
133) has fugwata “to fall on and seize firtnly, to seize, take, hold and squeeze’. Thi
noun was made from a passive form of that verb, The gaps in the distribug
support a claim that the noun was innovated in the Proto Rutara era, between 70
and 900 years ago by glottochronological dating. A more recent set of separay
inmovations cannot be ruled o, given the easy derivational process involved ag
the abscnce of distinctive sound changes.

12.2. ®-kuwdsi 1/2 “captor, catcher’,
Rundi; Ganda; Nyore, Nkore, Kiga,
This noun was made from the foregoing stem by adding the agentive suffix *- [
i5 not hard to see the block distrihution as a reflection of repeated raiding betweer
the four different language zones.

13. °-fité 9/10; -fatwa 1/2 ‘captive, defendant; prisoner of war’.

Rwanda; Randi, Ha.

This noun was made from the widespread stem *pdt- ‘hold® (U8, #1453 in

Guthide 1967-71, Val. 4, 48). The restricted distribution, as well as the formal
skewing, suggests the innovation developed no earier than the eighteenth century,
after Rwandan and Rundi polities had taken shape and begun to exert pressure en
finguistic standardisation.

14.1. #-nyagi 1/2; 14 “captor, pillager: thief, robber; pillaging’.
Ganda; Haya, Nyoro, Nkore; Nande; Shi; Rundi, Rwanda, Ha,

Hanga has —ewa ‘to abuse’. The skewing suggests multiple, separate innovations
etther by internal derivations or by loaning. Together with the block distribution,
the evidence points to an areal feature developed since the hreakup of North
Nyanza, Rutara, and Rwenzor. This was no longer ago than the oldest of these
groups: North Nyanza at about 800 CE. Or not more recently than the breakup of
the youngest of these groups: Rwenzori at about 1400 CE. Both dates come from

64

Violence, Marginality, Scorn & Honour

jozy. The following narrowly distributed and broadly synonymous
o chronffaz;j'dal world awash with plundered things and people. These nouns
ns "C‘é{;a from the Proto Savannah verl #-nyags- ‘pillage; repossess’.
dre ’

'2 ppgge | /2 ‘plunder slaves; captive {from a raic)’.

1‘5 3. D-@quwa 1/2 ‘Qapt'}v@.

yora, INkore.

'.1 4.4, -nyagino 1/2 “female capiive; war captive’,

Haya; Rwanda.

14.5. °-nyago 3/4 ‘plunder, booty’.

(ianda; Nyoro, Nkore.
14.6. Smewa, “-nyano 14 ‘bondage, captivity’; ®-npegawa, “-mpera 172 ‘captive,

save’.

Nande.

The skewing of these substantives strongly suggests these are recent NOVations,
perhaps loanwords, in N ande.

; " WAl
15.1. C-sumba ‘vouth, uamarried man; groom, flancé’,
Ha: Samia, Hanga; Sumbwa, Sukuma; Nyitamba; Swahili
Ha; : 4

“The distribution suggests this meaning - .esscn_tially ‘dependent ma.ieil: v;las i’lc
source for the following term, although it is cnt';rel}f possible, even like },’ .L ai} 1e
two semantic fields — ‘herder” and ‘dependent male’ — emergcd_ and grcm’togel 1:1;
Generational politics often meant that young men wl.l-o {};(::Slrﬁd to mdrhyh ';v; ;
bridewealth kad to indenture themselves to richer families. And Fbc terrf : 1c 1:. :

rich metaphor of low status: anyone who entered sach labour reflauons acted i c}.;
young unmarried man. Jan Vansina has suggested (personal e,ommumcamonf “;

February 2003) a derivation from #—wr'nbn ‘accuraulate, be on t‘().];},_lisurpa:sht;
showing links with compositional wea_ith 1{11pcopie. But another p‘(?;)s; ‘llﬁt“v’ . ;félg

and it may be connected to the foregoing, The term may be 2 devr—ir ,a“V,L} ob 7;# -
414 F-ciimb- (-ciibmb-) *buy’.'% This verb was replaced in Easleljn de‘lr:mil 1 ]2/ "
gil- “buy’. For this proposed derivation to hold, the noun must be a rett,n‘m?rn Aro} 1
Proto-Savannah. In that era, that verbal meaning that iogched on e)fc:hangc could
have informed the meaning of the noun — young unmarried man — in the context
of the movement of men into matrifocal groups,
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15.2

. f/lu??lf?a, “T]llli"ﬂba E/Z }lﬁ] ds an, ]}JI ed 5 hepllCId N 'iulé?ﬂba, = ??Hf)a 2 Syl a
bondﬁel vant'. " " /
Ey JyOI O l'lkort I{lga Y f:)()/a. Haya iha Iida\f'l.l Eill[ldﬁ R alldd

H ; 3 3 ] 3 Z 3 3 1 W, a, RUI]Ch Gu

I : ) means ild?
Va]etn I(;Ira th(; ,nc;un }rinecms ‘adopted child’. In Randi, the word also means ‘i
, or sert’. In Hangaza inshumba 9 names a | e
alet, or In . sort of catte loan. In Gikyer.
f\itfglmbs, z-h 7/ ;3 is “one who works for food instead of pay (e.g. a poor or d?tkum
wo 12517 5\; cz_‘ elps Sm hfnvcstmg a crop and is given the rejects as her rcwa;-i]??k;d
, (susn, Samia, and Hanga terms meant ° -
he 19 a, s slave, bondservant’ g
capturing the essence of life as 2 herdsman in archly pa'sm,raiist settings » Petfaps

16.1 #-4i (itr.) “to fear’; #-muti 1/2 ‘cow firni
oo, i doont ; ) coward, timid person, fearful person’; #-bur 14

Ganda, Gusij, Wanga, Masaba.

Ha, Totela, Bua, Yeyi, Mvita, Amu, Tikuu, Cewa, Teve, Subia Mpongy |
3 3 Ve,

Manyang® (Upper Cross River), Munshi (South Benue Basin),

Widﬁspl‘(’( d U “aiﬂtﬂh(l and = source for m 1 semanfic innovanen tha connect
r]()ti()l']S €") fea o ret g1 h() o O j 4’ ‘ e [0 .‘ o S ' of h
B 0T Of O 1 S])eecs .
I 5 T I’nuCh narrowey E
communities, R. Ia he £ ]ifl\[ﬁ -fiini S Ge iVe £ N tative §
€8, ln utara SUbS &l L2 y 18 d d om th agsociaty (¥ b
3 - Ti

of the verb, °-tima.
16.2. #-tiihwa 7/8 ‘fear, respect, honour',
North Nyanza: Ganda, Soga, Gwere.

A dever bcl?lVC 1nnovat 1 1 yanz roin a AS33V( I 4 €V
Ve i1y n E\'Qrt}l Nyary 4% D e
; { ) . 0O e form of th erh

16.3. #-tiinwa 7/8 ‘honour’.
Ruara: Nyore, Nkore, Kiga, Haya, Ziba, Kerewe, Zinza, Kyamtwara.

A (if,’\rﬁlba.t}ve
mnovation in R.Ulald. J I f € associabive Vﬁl])
fre m a pd.SSlVe. {G ELE R {h &
-tina "to Feal Ccl(,h ()lhﬁl, be dfral(l. F(}dr -

16.4. #-tiinya * ear i i
4. #-thinya ‘to generate fear in; make afraid, cause to far and respect’
West Highlands: Rundi, Rwanda, Goyi.
causative associative form of the verb *-45 ‘to fear’. Rutara used the causative

associative form to derive the substanti i |
. : the substantives #- [P .
*_fiing ‘he afeaid’. ves #-iing 14, 1 ‘fear; coward’ and the verb

The meanin,
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o ‘SIAVES (male scrvant; messenger’,

g idave’ seems fikely to be a loan transfer from Swahili and Sabald
a2 of the caravan srade, even if the stem is much older and far more
ation from the widespread verb #-fumiwa (passive) ‘be sent,

mpioyed or used’ 1s 50 COMILON that firm conclusions‘are ‘cl_ifﬁcuit in t.hc
sence of distinctive sound change. Bu_kusu attests b(')th a Swahili ff)f"m, which
6“ ins the initial /i/, and a North Luhyia form, in Whlch the stem»:lmmal 7t/ has
: }{t | o /7 suggesting strc‘)ng]y that the meaning and not the stem was

O Gahili-speaking caravaners to Bukusu-speakers.

ing the Ef
i?a Egr{-:ad. The deriv

sansferred i
18, —zoana /% -zanakazi 1/2 ‘servant; female slave, slave; slavery; maidservant,
domestic, prostitute’.
Ganda; Rerews, Zinza, Haya, Ziba, Nyoro, Nkare, Kiga; Nande, Koonzo;
Rwanda.

A widespread, biock distribution reflects recent innovation and subsequent direct
diffusion of this term. It is nearly always gendered female and thus reflects the
surong preference for female slaves both for local use and for the coastwise trade.
‘Fhe stymology is unclear, but the range of meanings carried by the term suggests
the mtzaeno Was sOmMeone who came into a community setting as the extension
of another persoxn, presumably the captor or master, thereby subsuming the
muzaand’s identity into that of her captor’s. Meeussen gives *-jj- [13 *to come’,'”
wirface forms of which take different shapes in Great Lakes languages.

that

Notes

ate de Luna, Steven Feierman, Kathryn Geurts, Jonathon Glassman,

Chris Hayden, Nancy Hunt, Neil Kodesh, Murray Last, Julie Livingston, Wyatt

MacGafley, Sinfree WMakoni, Henri Médard, Joseph Miller, Godwin Murunga, Alphonse

Orieno, Rhiannon Stephens, Lymn ‘Thomas and Jan Vansina for salutary comments on

earlier drafis. Feierman, MacGaffey, Miller and Vansina helped especially with framing

the arguments and expanding and interpreting the evidentiary base,

i Tn a linguist’s parlance, both of these forms of evidence are ‘innovations”. In the first
instance, a new word and meaning are created together. In the second instance, people
attach a new meaning to an existing word, In reality these two operations are not
always as diserete as my description might imply. New words and meanings often come
into existence through simple derivational operations - for example, making a verb into
a nown — which any competent speaker of a language can manage. In this example,
both the noun — a new word — and its new reaning are the inventions.

9 To the extent that these legacies inform talk of power, standing, and political culture in
the very recent past -~ as in the commonplace opposition of freedom to slavery - they
disrupt & conventional temporality in which stavery is understood to have been
vanquished in and throngh the uneven victories of colonial and posteolonial practices of
embodied, individual freedom. And they raise the possibility of understanding epochal

* My thanks to K
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breaks like ‘emancipation” and ‘independence’ as radicat re iti 3
which we understand vulnerability, E:iolf:nce and authcri:;dii::: 1?§;u0fhi.he e
m‘ark{:d t.h.e death of a particular political econory of siaver’y in the ﬁrsgL i fhey o
?5 a pohgciaﬁ _(:;z_lturc of disenfranchisement, in the secon:] instance.- icl-tl‘smf*mcf
ooper, Colonia ;i ton, ] : 0, Hi d Tog o
o ;:;’ pp.237wg.i.m i Question, Theory, Knowledge, History (Berkeley and ag An:;;
See David Schoenbrun, 4 Green Place, A Good Place, Agravian )
Mem‘zgu in the Great Lakss Region o the 15th Cenbury (Por;.smgguth 1\?1{?“‘1%9(8;?4”, o E?Ué
Fleisher, ‘Behind the Sultan of Kilwa’s “rebellious conduct": in /"mdrem; 1[\)/%).200.{-}
Ezul‘}. Lane (cids), African Historical Archacologies (New York 2(;04) PP 10110, feid
For more on these issucs, see Jona slass T : “thei l
e e, pp.,;;;;]g“nlhon Glassman, ‘No words of their own’, Slaver, o
Peter R_obe.rtshaw and David Taylor, ‘Chmate change and the tise of poys :
(;fnnpkxny.m Woestern Uganda’, Joumal of dfrican History, 41, 1 (QOOUj P ‘Ef28 ol
For d1s.cu5510?1s c)f_thctsc: structurcs sce Schoenbrun, 4 Green j%eo‘e pp.{‘i—lf}}ﬁ: 176ff :
Jeanw\l’lcrrc ()hré'mfn, The Greal Lakes of Africa, Two Thousand Te(zr‘s of Histo;w (Ne ,’%2 ’
?;]0%, p{p).l?[}--ﬁj; H(l}liy I*;l'isabcth Hanson, Landed Obligation, The Pragtice of ; or,
uganida (Portsmouth, NH, 2003), pp.36-52; David Newbury, Kumgs and Clans, Jj o
atmf' the Lake Kiou Riff, 1780-1840 (Madison, WE, 1991}, p.?[}ll ff; Jan \"ansinajljwé flnd
ancign, .t’e royazme J\rjrf:'gz'@a {Paris, 2000), pp.98-127. Though Richard Reid :c]je' e
slaves 1_1'151(:1@ such hierarchies in Buganda “appear on the whole to ha\}e'beendlms a
to their status’ (Polifical Power in Pre-Colowial Buganda (Oxford 2062' . Eﬁigl‘md :
nonetheless presents evidence which could be read against the grajr’x to sho)\jv E , ff) e
used the s?mal iogics of these hierarchies (o pursue their own aispiratiﬁns- tht‘no“ Slg\{(:s :
pp.1 13.1} See also Hanson, Landed Obligation, pp.94--104, for a sense of i’lll‘)\,\f slz;.vc:s EE.?‘ML, b
destab}hsed the networks of reciprocal obligation in late-nineteenth-century Blrm nE
and (Jera-ld W. Hartwig, “The Victoria Nyanza as a trade route in theyni o
ventury,” Fournal of African History, 11, 4 (1970), pp.535-52, et
But see suggestions in Bethwell A. Ogot {ed.), War and Suciety in Affica (London, 1972), -
and essays by Gnrcifrcy N, Uzoigwe, Warren Weinstein, and Dent ()ca\\/a-LSLRi(ii i ﬁﬂ}
A] Mazru (z-:cl_.}, The Wamor Trodition wn Modern Afriea {Leiden, 19775 Robert S S::f ‘ql :
Warfare & Diplomacy in Pre-Colonial West dfrica, 2nd edn (Loncioi‘; 1989); E-h by
:Eflomtor.a, I’ff[ff?ﬁlre in Atlantic dfrica, 1500-1800 (Londen, 1999); Wi v:‘m.lé:irils(l)}e?n .
. Fhen give imzz to the crocodiles”, violence, state formation, and cultural discong i
in west c:c:ntre}l éambifa., 160020007, in Wim van Binsbergen (ed.), The Dynamics of . ;gm
ﬂild the J’i’u[ﬁ_ af Law (Leiden, 2003], pp.197-219; Jean Bazin and Ernmanuel Terray (eds
Guerves de lignages et guerres détats en Afvique (Paris, 1982); Jack Goody, Teshnoly Trud ]5'5}!
and fhe Siaie in Afiica (Cambridge, 1971), Chapters 2 and 3 ]osc‘,ph‘f%maﬁdlon‘?} Wmfl 1 %
tffte .Sn/fofo Calphats (Cambridge, 1975); Emmaruel Terray, k]ontribution ] un:e e[l‘ﬁ‘f iedm
I armée 'ftsaﬂtc_:, Coatiiers o Eludes Africaines 16, 1-2 (1976}, pp.297-356; Stephen '.? RcL y
Wars %_/ztfmyt fondl, The Political Eeonomy of @ Precolonial Afitcan State { Hz;now}er .NH. lggga,
The historical linguistic strands of this evidentiary appear in David PSAcho:er;i}‘ !
Comfmrcz‘tme Vocabularies for Slavery, Vadnerabifity, Violence, and Social Standing in Greﬁ! Ir;ﬁ:)
B{f‘nw: Bymolagies, Semantics, and Distributions (Koln, in preparation). e '
With tlu? publication of this velure, we have the first bockmirzlxmtb study devoted ¢
stavery in the Great Lakes region since early colonial days. Far earl -1cademi?:
treatments of the topic, see Michael Wright, Bugends in the Herotc Age fNaiZo;Ji 1971} .
EP’RCMHY Chapter 6; John Rowe, Revolution in Buganda, 1856----1960\ Part One: T 'hle’ ig
eign gf ' Kz?bak.a Mukabyn Mutesa, 18561884 (Unpublished Ph).I) I)issert:ati;an
[J_Inwcrsuy of Wisconsin, Madison, 1966}, pp.2-44; Randall Packard, Chigfohy L;f .
éarmnwf’ {Bil(?mnélgum, IN, 1981); Newbury, Kings and Clans. ward, Chgshp i .
n a short list, Shristopher Wrigley, Kingship and State (Cambridge J ¥
Ghapter{ iL [-Iau.s(m, Landed Obligation, ppf(gﬁlv----lﬂfi; Cghrétie.n ‘i‘%(:;ealpfg?jﬁcjﬁfpj"zij%?f :
pp-170-3. Partly for thematic reasons and perheps as a rcsuit’of Michac‘i"I"waddle’;
mﬂue{mg only Richard Reid has carried out a sustained study of Siavl'c:n; {and, then ‘
only for Buganda most compellingly for the later nineteenth century). See his ny’o[iﬁca}

—_
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6. Gerald Hartwig's considerable eeusre on Bukercbe in East African
wy consistently brings siavery‘three@s into his analysis; see his ‘Changing forms of
ssude aMOng the Kerche of Tanzania,’ in Su;a.nnc I\{{{E‘)FS and Igor Kopytoff (eds),
ey in Affica: Histarical and Anthropological Perspectives (Madison, W1, 1977), pp.261-85.
ic thesis of FL. Médard, “Croissances et crists de la royaué du Buganda
au XIXe siecle’ (These de doctorat, Université Paris I, 20013, contains surprisingly litde
systernatic consideration of slavery. By far the most sustained and mtegraled engage-
ment with wiolence znd militarism in the region appears in Jan Vansina’s dnfecedenis io
Madern Ruanda: The Nyiginya FKingdom (Madisor, WL, 2004), pp.44-54, 6879, 95-8.

“§ee Schoenbrus, Camparative Vocabularies, Introduction.

Travid $choenbrus, Gendered histories between the Great Lakes: varicties and limits,’
],,,:grmtionaljﬂumﬂf of Afiiean Hisiorical Studies, 29, 3 (1996), pp.461-92. The hurly burly of
(s dynamic is absent from the historical record uatil the denser, dynastic raditions of
e seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Before then, kinship ideologies and the
agpimt'mns of their users must be reconstructed by historical inference from the shapes
of more recent examples,

Sandra E. Greene, Glender, Etuicity and Social Chenge on the Upper Slave Coast: A History of
the Anlo-Eoe (Portsmouth, NH, 1996}

It is important not o overplay the importance of Jincage politics in social history
because the apparent iogic of gencalogies which shape much political struggle hetween
lineages tends to smuggle a functionalism inio analysing them that belies the shifting
aature of the averlapping networks of social obligation created by any number of social
relationships other than those ereated by genealogical and generational issues. See Igor
Kopytofl and Suzanne Miers, ‘Affican “slavery” as an institution of marginality’, in
Miers and Kopytoff, Slavery in Afiiva, pp.3-81; Hanson, Landed Obligation, pp.28-36; and
more tecently, Wryatt MacGaffey, ‘Changing representations in Central African
history’, fournal of Afvican Histoty, 46, 2 (2005), pp.195-201.

Isracl Katoke, The Keragioe Eingdom: A History of the Abaryambo of North-West Tanzoma
{Nairobi, 1973), p.75M: Hartwig, ‘Changing forms’, pp.269-70, 28%-4; see also PM.
Larson, History and Memory in the Age of Enslavement (Portsmouth, NH, 2000, pp.5-23.
Hanson, Landed Obligation, p.180; Shane Doyle, ‘An Eavironmental History of the
Kingdom of Bunyoro in Western Uganda, from c. 1860 to 1949, {Unpublished PhuD.
Thesis, University of Cambridge, 1998},

The historical constitution and interrelationships between the various branches of Great
Lakes Bantu, and of various other proto-lapguage CommURNIGes ancesiral to Great
Lakes Pantu form the basic analytical grid against which the historical reality of these
language data may be argued. Detailed arguments concerning the integrity of these
difiorent classifications are net repeated here and may be found in the following
sowrces: David  Schoenbrun, ‘Great Lakes DBantu: classification and setllernent
chronology’, Sprache und Gieschichie tn Affika, 15 (1994}, pp.91-152; Christopher Ehret,
‘Subclassifying Banuy the evidence of ster morpheme immovation’, it J-M. Hombert
and Larry M. Hyman (eds), Banle Historical Linguistics: Theoreticol and FErprirical Perspectives
{Stanford, CA, 1999}, pp-43-147; Derck Nurse, “Towards an historical classification of
Fast African Bantn languages’, in Hombert and Hyman, Bantu Historieal Linguistics,
pp. 1-41; Catherine Cymone Faurshey, Agricuiture, Esologp, Kinshap and Gender, A Secial and
Ezongmic History of Tanzania’s Corvidor 506 BC to 1900 AD (Ann Arbor, MY, 2002).

Raimo Anttila, Historical and Comparative Finguisiies (Amsierdam, 1989}, p.136.

From Hugo's Préface de Cromwell, quoted in Stephen  Ullman, Semantics. An
Tutraduction. to the Science of Meaning (New York, 1974, p. 149,

Ullman, Semaniics, pp. +45-55. These few concepts do not exhaust the tools available w0
¢he histortan in search of semantic histories; among many others, sce Antiila, Histarical
and Gomparative Linguistics, p.144, for a schematic sense of other processes of semantic
change, such as lolk etymology, loan srapslation and allomorphic alternation.

Tt might he noted that this logic rendess the successful recruiters best positioned to leave
a legacy, linguistic ar otherwise, some of which historians then use as their evidence.
And, given that the ‘enslaved’ were defined by an ideology of social isolation, it seems
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uniikel e : i i i
unike n}»: UI;' ui;}(,omm()n that their semantic conwributions ~ as humour, as ;
re L o b i :
tran‘}fermdo the z,ortrizmunai fund of language will have been systematically; ;;azrﬂni»,_
s G across the generations. For thes asons nedag
ransfe: oss the § ons. For these reasons, I have the language of
fi ominanl, t_hc recruiters’, as evidence. Thanks to_Joe Miller, personal : guagt,-of %
Oor stimulating these thoughts., a fommun
nly a fract > & i is ci
o .;; ;S f]rauu;;} of the 1l<mgu.age evidence is discussed here. Many names for g
l(,m;d r;; Wi u‘ch the identity of the slave subject was glossed by an '1dw: ?,ch o
. s P N X o N T oy
aiwh(‘m& 1;.’1‘5, in .Kcrcwe, a person who had become enslaved by being oo o
witcheraft was named onuzana w'ilsgs (i a fomale) or emwing wilogo (if roale), o Hopo !
Changing forms’, p.2684. g uich B Har
‘{)oseph\jf{\’hller} personal communication, April 2004 -
roto-Mashariki } i :
dcmo[:“drsf];mlil'is the speech community ancestral to such widely separat
Lumné T3 r)\l ¥ kusmncaily related ecastern Bantu languages as !(iswah{i;; a(gd it
ol : g ! ¢ 5 s .
M;I:Ln _‘::ahm?j Ylgdé (fhz}imi Kisukuma, Ruhche, Chaga, Langi, Fipa (;‘hinlkuyu’
a, a and dotho. It has twe clear clusters, 1 b of whi VALY
: war clusters, in each of which the L X
more closely related 1o each iv R B
yore 'k ather, roughly divided by Rives
Christopher Ehret, ¢ S ghly divided by the Ruvmma River
rer Ehret, ‘Bantu expansions, re-envision o
_ 0 Ehy s101s, re-envisioning a cedtral problem in early Afy
il\x:‘:l(;:y » Indermational Fowrnal of Affisan Historical Studies, 34, | (2001}, pp.5-40 ol Afr
Ny me g ~ *q 114, . y ‘ -
uﬂstaljer?any doli_u,rs} see Reid, Political Power, p.113. Negative evidence is a notog
snstabl i:un ?mm forlan argument, but T have locked widely m the sourw:??uﬁly
antic boundary was breached, it w. g ; i ; ity o
: shed, it was probably not done s eat T i
(ﬁhcl speech communities welcome it. F ’ e <0 with great regularty or
;choﬁnbrun, “Great Lakes Banur, pp.105~7
ee, for example, David Willi; ohen’s descripti
: am Cohen’s description of a Ge i
s or example, D A . scrip of a Ganda plindering expedig
f“vfnmir?z%yaf;;ix?mtH%}ng{; ?Bumy‘u: A Study of Authority in @ Nineteenth c"izug? j;u-on
P rinceton, NJ, 1977), pp.73-80. T am now involved i ing o
oty (Princeton, NJ, 1977, pp. . now involved in exploring the vari
The langualf':;;_ 1 fnf.]ufclmg capturing peaple - in Savannah Bamu-sp(izd{%ng quc??l?us
e g ié al; ((I:mi;? 0; th}s study will appear in Schoenbrun, Comparative Tl/acabubz-rlzzs.
gt e L avi bchoer.ibn:m, ‘The emergence of social formations ausi
fh R Igre];u L?kes Region,” drchaeological Review from Cambridge, 13,1 ¢ 19911‘(
160, er Robertshaw and David Taylor, ‘Climat nd the rise o
oL o0 * Ro \ ¢ _taylor, “Climate change and the iy
i; etor ‘;i;g’:?&ltxn} %{h\’\’csttm Uganda,” Foumal of African History, frl-l {2000 pprigezgf
‘ ershaw, e age and function of earthw ites 1 "Ceanda®
¢ ‘ wrthworks sit stern U
;irgandajgumag’ 2 00T, e arthworks sites in Western Uganda?,
enee Tantala, © Sarly History i in W
Rebions ,ud‘;' 1;1"?6 Farl}: Hmog 0:{' Kitara in Western Uganda, Process Models of
Wigé'()nS{XZ \;I( . (¢ ztz(i,ai (ghange' (Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, University of
Va;'lsina [;[ga»( 13(;1;, .9_83), pp-477-87; Schoenbrun, A Green Place, pp’ESSWG Qlfgy—Qg'
L ;n i mm;a Ancien, pp.34—44; Chrétien, Grat Lakes of Africa, pp.142- 2.
B e 9 o i 1 . ‘ 3
am)th{,z mo {)gy#() this term does not explain why a gendered contrast developed with
a0 Serﬁ ‘em? Fmuzanna. Did these new meanings for ety refer to pew sorts) ofwoi k
;)ezrforln;-lff t;at a. male df:pﬁndgi’it or servant might provide for his patron? DFE
pertorm) Z-); cs(-i' sorts 03{ labo.ur form integral aspects of or preconditions for masculi K\
rogion] i—;:ftmd act?(m: Is this gendered aspect of these meanings a residual (*fic‘c;ct ofi‘];
posional ajfds _It;nﬁ'f' of ma}(. dependants — as objects of raiding and as anxiliaries in
dyﬂﬁﬁ(j imdit‘( w 13g thtum%hmcmh century’s ubiguitous militarism? Careful work in
ST jons that tell of war booty and patronage mi oduce :
& NVansin A vt y and pa age might produce some new leads; 3 44
The practice is rec ; B : |
Smmsp .:3 Zt(mnp;s;ﬁrccfo{ricd f;()m Bukerehe, Buganda, Rwanda and marry of the Haya '
. See et Robertshaw, “W. : : ¢ i Vesten
st 1o B &, popert rUd,I Women, labour, and state formation in Western
Vs (y\rashiﬂgwﬁ . Ic;g ;‘ ‘].PLucem {eds), Complex Polities in the Ancient Tropical
an e - DG, 1959), pp.ﬁ_af& 62; Vansina, dntecedents, pp.32, 232 1 93, For
on argument rar ‘u:oml}m-es agrarian change, militarism and the rise of sex‘uali
W..‘l | disease in creating sexual asymmetries in Ganda demographic healtt ’Y
: rigley, Kingstup and State, pp.254--41. P e, see
ut regular sound correspondences te
s pondences tell us that the reflex should be
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ovated once, in Proto Rutara, and retained as cognate

\an having been ino
egular sound correspondences among them — in cach

hich would show 1

Id produce all the attested forms regularly. Indeed, A, E. Mecussen gives

dia 1 lave’, see his Bantu Lexical Reconstructions (Tervuren, 1980}, p.9.
A5, indeed, Nurse and Hinnebusch suggest with their Prato-Sabaki {Indian Ocean
;‘<$jasla1) foren, *omuga ‘newcomer’ and mujakazi female slave’. See Derck Nurse and

Thomas Hinnebusch, Swakili and Sabaki: A Linguistic Fisiory (Berkeley and Los Angeles,

1593}, p616.

Thanks to Steven Feierman, personal communicadon, for suggesting ‘refugee’ as a

more apt gloss, though § havc: ot recorded such a gloss in the available sources.

Nurse and Hinnchbusch, Swakifi and Sabaki, pp.22-3; Thomas Spear, ‘Early Swahill
history ceconsidered’, International Fournal of Affican Histarical Studies, 33, 2 (2000, pp.279-
43; Randall Pouwels, ‘Fastern Africa and the Indian Ocean to 1800: reviewing relatons
in historical perspective’, International Jowrnal of African Historical Studies, 33, 2/3 (2002),
pp.395-6, and citations therein to docunents from the ninth century GFE that refer w

an expoit slave trade from the East African coast to other parts of the greater Indian

Ocean world. ‘ ‘
The metaphor oceuws elsewhere, oo, See Harry Johnston, A Comparalive Study of the Bantu

and Semi-Bondu Languages, Vol. 1 (Qxford, 1919}, p.5} 3, where Bisia and Soke languages
the Tturi region of the Democratic Republic of Congo derived a noun for
“lave’, moluke and mofuhi, respectively, from the Proto Bantu verb *fika ‘to abuse’. In a
personal commumication, Joseph Miller noted that these metaphors reflect the
situationadity of social statas and underscore the different aspects of the lives of people
subject to particular forms of personal, physical and verbal manipulation.

See Reid, Political Power, pp.12 1-3, But, the difficulty of ‘hearing’ a slave’s “voice’ in the

sart of Hnguistic evidence discussed here shodid not be tzken 10 mean that staves uttered

nothing or that no one heard their words,

A conundrum put well in Miers and Kopytoff, quoting loseph Miller, ‘African
“davery”, pp.15-16.
Michael Twaddle, *Slaves and peasants in Buganda’, in Léonie Archer (ed), Slavery and
Gither Forms of Unfiee Labonr (London, 1988), p.121.
In Banta languages, nouns may be classed together according to the prefiix they take to
mark singular and plural forms. Linguists refer 1o each pair of classes as a gender. The
semantic coherence of noun chasses varics greatly between languages. See Francis
Katambz, ‘Baneu nominal morphology,” in Derck Nurse and Gérard Philippson {eds),
The Banty Languages (London, 2003}, pp. 103-20.
Future work might focus on language and practice applied to slaves” bodies. How were
they labelled? Were they handled any differently in life or after the departare of the lite
foree? For example, the Luganda term enusale refers to a person who has had a bodily
past cut off, as in the phrase Spisale wamatd which means ‘one whose cars have been
cut off. See John D. Murphy, Luganda-English Dictionary (W ashington, DG, 1972}, p.378,
The noun was created from the verb skusafa “to cut’ but the wrm probably emerged in
the contexts of the viclence of making war and the vielence of punishing criminal

spoken in

ransgression.

Joseph Miller, personal commutication.

John Hiffe, Monour in African History (Carnbridge, 200
Flonour {Chicago, 1994), p.12

Unnt Wikan, “Shame and honour, a contestable pair’,

p.635.
In one case, people derived the substantive from a passive form of the verb; in another

setsing, people derived the substantve from a causative form of the verb. It takes little
imagination to see subtle differences in the cognition of the relationship between fear
and henour in these two derivational moves. Gomplete distributional and semantic
evidence for these terms appears in Schoenbrun, Comparative Facabularies, Chapter 4.

A prefiminary survey of the distributions of these different derivational paths suggests

5), p.4ft Frank Henderson Stewart,

Man, New Series 19 (1984),
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that the connections between fear and honour wer
weil-developed vertical differences in power and st
had emerged. Sec Tiffe, Honour, pp.161--8. Further research should help expl
mutual influences of social stratification, seate structures, and cultures of honoy
and vendetta, What is more, Rutara dedives the noun from a passive reciprocal
the verb, thus underscoring the dialogic basis for commuting honour from fear,
two or mare to accomiplish this transformation, North Nyanza derives the noup
simpe passive perhaps as a result of 2 more unidirectional transaction in wh
feared are due honour as a matter of course, These observations,

must be deepened with ethnographic and oral historical examples
action,

Niffe, Homour, p.119,

Hiffe, Honowr, p.3; Rhiannon Stephens, ‘Historical linguistic
motherhood in West Nyanza, 500--1500 CE,” Seminar P,
pp-14-24; Schoenbrun, A Green Place, pp.1531-6,

A class 9/10 noun — ato — has an even wider distribution (Rwanda
carries glosses describing a woman who does not like having sex with nr
that the great majority of informants for these dictionaries were men, o
other meanings the word carried, especiaily for wornen,

Schoenbrun, A Green Place, pp.255-8; Newbury, &ings and Clans, pp.200-26; Vansina,
Anigeedents, pp.54-8.

Many Great Lakes Bantu languages distin

¢ most pronounced in societieg w
anding, most often where state

fDI‘n{ o
It take

ich ¢

w

a6

31

3

fael

L=

guished zcts of praising someone’s practical
knowledge i absentia from acts of conferring respect upon somevne in person. See
Pauline Fraas, A Nande-English and English-Nande Dictionary {(Washington, DT, 1961), p.8§.
And T have said nothing about the capacity of things to generate and attract hoenour,
The famous, mobile medicine horns — Jembe — used by healers, warriors, other leaders
and malicious persons in North Nyanza society would be fine examples to study
through these lenses.
Pierre Bourdiey, [Phifip Sherrard, trans.] “The sentiment of honour in Ka
in John' G. Peristianry (ed.), Honowr and Shame: The Valugs of Mediterranean Sociaty (London,
1965}, pp.197-8. In a stimulating essay on grace, Julian Piit-Rivers opens up an
intriguing path towards understanding what might be called an ‘excess’ in the pursuit of
honour; i points to the unique and extraordinary things a person does beyond what is
expected. If the pursuit of honour is hanal in its ubicpuity, the achievement of honour
might rely in part on an individual’s capacity [or the extraordinary, the graceful. Such
a connection is clearly in evidence in notions of the material substance which exists
inside the bodies of extracrdinary persons - wilches, suceessful politicians ~ and which
embedies the unusual, the extraordinary, as a function of a discursive autopsy on a
persor’s achicvemnents. See Pite-Rivers, “Postscript: the place of grace in anthropology’,
in John G. Peristiany and fulian Piet-Rivers (eds), Honor and Grace in Anthropology
(Cambridge, 1992}, op.217, 220.
It will be important w0 scour the
captives used fight and even
Glassman, Feasts and Ripl,
the Mrima in 1873,
Schoenbrun, 4 Gren Place, pp.183—4; Hanson,
Chrétien, ‘Fxchanges and hierarchies in the E
Research in Economic Anthropology 4 (19813,
Hiffe, Honour, p.137,
Dylan Peaningroth, The Clgims of Kinfolk (Chapel Hill, NC, 2003), Introduction;
Frederick Cooper, Plantation Slavery on the East Coast of Afriea {New Haven, CT, 1977),
Bassing Glassman, Feasts and Riot, pp.79-114; Reid, Political Porger, pp.98-112, 124-30.
The vacabulary for forms of labour grows dramatically in number at the same time.
TFor some detail on this condition in twenticth-century Nkore, see Steinhart’s chapter in
this volume,

54 byle society?,

Ty

dynastic sources for evidence that enslaved war
suicide fo refuse their condition; sce Hifte, Honour, p.i3E
pp.1G9-113, on the fugitive slave community of Makorora on
56 Landed Obligation, pp.6ifF Jean-Pierre
ast African Interlacustrine kingdoms’,

pp-19-30.
57
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This term refers to an areal cluster of intercommunicating speech communities in
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ey % riaNEufam? Larry Hyman (eds), Baniu Historical Lingwistics:
Mo et (Stant CA, 1999), pp.518-21.
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E ‘Subclassifying Bantu', p . - » Bantu and Bagea in the
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Da\ﬂfj Rl 1;@3’ in Robert I Rotberg (ed.), Imperiatiom, Colon ‘Izznk,c e
Eitci“flﬁ;i (Lc,xington MA, 1983), p.10; David i\g%wbzuﬁbgg\ oy el G
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Crerald afY gii 1976), pp.62-83; Ephraim Kamuhangire, “The pre : m.'{_]ganda nie
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production’, pp.2-3 and 5-6; and for violent resistance to such exactions, see
Pre-colopial trade’, pp.97-107.

L. J. Wood and C. Fhret, “The origins and diffusions of the market institation
Afvica’, Journal of African Studies, 7 (1980), pp.1-17.

Glassman, Feasis and Riot, Chapter 3; Cooper, Plantain Slavery, passims, Twaddle,
and peasants in Buganda’, pp.118-2% Reid, Political Power, pp.124-30.

Maxcia Wright, Stategies of Slaves and Women (New York, 199%), Introduction.
Reid, Political Power, pp.124-30, 132,

Wrigley, Kingship ond Siate, pp.215-20; Hanson, Landed Obligation, pp94-8; Hy
‘Changing forms’, pp.265-7, 272-82. :
But we can take elements of nineteenth-century slavery and trace them back to v
notional points of origin.

Vansina, dntecedents, pp.67-125, does so for Rwanda, See also Hermann Reh 5
und Leute {Stutigart, 1910), Chapter 11, page %, who makes it clear that fomale b
were common in royal courts and that male slaves married women of their s
choosing, while female slaves married sons of the master’s other slaves, if they werg’;
taken as concubines by the male master. In short, the picture painted for the tun of Y
twentieth century is a familiar ablean of paternalist images with sometimes hard 1o
pieces ~ for example the casual remark (p.15 of Chapter 11 that male slaves e,
make formal legal complaints against their masters ~ of a mutually obligated sy
See also the new work begun by Rhiannon Stephens, ‘“Motherhood in interlacusty
Africa, ca. 500-ca. 1500 CE, Infertility, adoption, gender and marriage,” Unpubiis
Seminar Paper, Northwestern University, 2005, :
Hartwig, ‘Changing forms’, p.202. .
Hanson, Landed Obligation, pp94-104; Reid, Political Power, pp.222-6; V ansina,
Ruganda, pp.227-46,

Paul Lovejoy, Trangformations in Slavery (Camnbridge, 2000}, p.xsd.
Toid., p.19.

Hanson, Landed Obligation, pp.75-87; Reid, Political Power, pPp.177--90; Vang:
Antecedents, pp. 180

{Cambridge, 1998}, p.74.
dbd,, 85. :
David Schoenbrun, ‘Conjuring contemporary Africa, healing between the Grreat’
Lakes’, Paper presented o First Antmal Body/Antibody Collective, Falls River, Ma ¢
November 2003, pp.52{f; MacGafley, ‘Changing representations’, pp.189-208; Jerem
Prestholdr, ‘On the global repercussions of Fast Afvican consumerism’,  Ameriag
Historteal Review, 109, 3 (2004), pp.779-81. :
Or freedom Is the absence of slavery; see Steven Felevman, Peasant [ntellectioly:
Anthropology and History in Tanzama (Madison, WI, 1990, pp.226iT Glassman, Feasts and
Ript, Chapter 9. :
Claude Meillassoux {Alide Dasnots, trans.), The Anthropology of Slavery: The Womdb of Trw'

and Gold {Chicago, 19917, pp. [44-56.

Vansina, Antecedents, Chapters 4 and 5; Hanson, Landed Obligaiion, pp.94-104; Reid,”

Political Power, pp.251-7, :
Schoenbrun, 4 Green Place, passim; Mikael Karistrom, “Modernity and its asplrants; |
moral community and developmental eutopianism’, Curent Anthropology, 43, 5 (2005}, |
pp.595-619. 5
Hanson, Landed Obligation, pp.25-57. :
Reid, Pelitical Power, pp.115, 117; David Newbury, ““Bunyabungo”: the Weslern !
Rwandan {rontier, 1750-185°, in Igor Kopytoff {ed.), The Ftemal dfvican Frontior The
Reproduction of Traditional African Secieties (Bloomington, IN, 1987), pp.164-92,

Tt is extremely difficult to capture the nuances of early conceptualisations of the

individual using oral testimony collected over the last eighty years or more because the

atomised person that constitutes the legal and practical ground of a wage-labour system

and, later, of various modes of parliamentary democracy has become hegemonic. For .
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fexity of such a transformation, see Hanson, Landed Obligation, pp.169-93,
the <OP G sina, Antacedenis, pp. 1349, .
; 41; and Vansina, Hismn'cafpimm-ﬁmm”” of Groal Lakes Bantu Culfural Vocabulary:

. : The e - willes
_D;mcz %rh;)ﬂ?%i‘:;b s (Kin, 1997); C. Ehret, An African Classical Age (Charlottesville,
R E!),mg ggt&{ -

. 1998); Nurse and Hinnebusch, Swahz'_c’i mz.d _Sabaki

- VA BNy ita, Ffistorical and Comparative Linguistics {Amsterdam, 1989).

Raio M0 a,ﬂev Religion and Soctety i Centred dfvica (Chicago, 1956), p.9.

Wyatt Mactoe ‘L‘I;ts only the hare esentials of the cvidence. The frst paragraph

This obie PO c.d lexical reconstruction, its grammatical standing, (numbers ma_rk a

. PYOP(J; a ﬁoun. class), and an English gloss or glosses. Lexical reconstructions

fronted by a dash and one of thre§ possible symbols: the ° Eags a worg

rtain or regional distribution, suggesting a loanspread; the # tags : \‘ND‘).”’

form in a given proto language other than Proto Bantu; the tdgf ;

Banty item. A second paragraph includes the names of the languages wit

Pt o [ the proposed lexical reconstruction, listed seriafly. A third paragraph

e o Gmeufs on derivation, etymology, and a proposed proto Janguage for the

incloct Co-'ml Ciompiete information on sources and a full treatment of these roots and

r?onsf::cgtﬁlaéer nulmber of aied semantic materials will appear in Schoenbrun,

of & L d

mparafive Vacabularies. \

r gffj)cm Kaiji, Vocabulaire Hiunde (Tokyo, 199% P_—;jj,g_ \
IUE Aib%:ﬁ F. Meeussen, Bantu Lexical Reconstructions {Tervuren, 1980j, p.9.
187 Nurse and Hinnebusch, Swakili and Sabaki, p.616. . o
;08 M. Guthric, Comparative Bantu (Fairnborough, 1967-71), Vol. 3, p.121.

109 Meeussen, Bani Lexical Reconstructions, p.5.
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